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E ſtrolled into the park, but 
found no variety, it was hot, 
duſty, and diſagreeable; from 


_ thence he went to the St. James's 
Coffee-houſe, where, to his great 


Joy, he met an officer inthe guards, 
with whom he had formed an ac- 


Juaintance Juſt before he left town. 
VVV Major 


6 || GEORGE WOODFORD AND 

Major Linley was what 1s termed 
a jolly companion, and ſoon found 
means to rod ſe the ſpirits of George, 
who was quite eat up with the 
ſpleen. Linley expreſſed ſome ſur- 
| priſe to ſee him in town. I came 
but yeſterday, returned the other; 
but by my faith thoſe two days 
have already appeared a month. - 
1uppoſe you are on guard, major? 


Il bare been but this is the laſt 
day. To-morrow I ſhall take a trip 


to Tunbridge Wells; wilt you ac- 
company me? With all my foul ; 
do you know who 18 there . 


No; I ſuppoſe you have heard 
Freemore is married. 


Not I; to whom pray? 


Wh Y, 


| LADY EMMA MELVILL. 7 

Why, your old flame, 2 
gufan Plutter. 7 

The devil ! and has her ladyſhip 
conſented at laſt to make him happy, 
as the world terms it? Rather fay 
unhappy; but upon my foul, 
Woodford, you did not uſe her 
hears not to Pg her. _ 


I marry her! I never WP wok of 
n.. to her in wy life. 


Well, you know beſt ; dots every 
one ſays ſhe wedded Freemore out 
of ſpite to you; but ſhall we go 
to the Wells to-morrow, or not? 


O yes, by all means, for 1 am 
confoundedly fick of this place; 
my chaiſe ſhall be ready at whatever 

| Bz- nm 


? 


8 cxorct wooDrorD' AND 

hour-you pleaſe to appoint. Seven 
in the morning was fixed on, and 
after N to dine 1 8 they 
parted. . 50 


e 80 NM the! next ay 
at the Wells, where they were 
pleaſed to find a great deal of com- 
pany, among whom were Mr. Free- 
more and his lady. They met at 
the rooms, and though Lady Suſan 
firſt bluſhed at the rencontre, ſhe 
ſoon entered into converſation with 
Mr. Woodford, who, after paying 
his reſpects, ſeated himſelf by her, 
and ſoon gained her as a partner for 
the evening. He enquired after 
| Mr. F reemore. She told him he 
was at the rooms, ſhe believed, but 
the had not ſeen him fince break- 
faſt. In the courſe of the evening 


he met Mr. F reemore, who very 
| cordially | 
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LADY EMMA MELVILL.” we 
cordially” welcomed him to the 
4 rooms. He was a conſtant” viſiter ; 
at the apartments of Freemore, and 

was rallied- by the major and ſeve- 
ral of his acquaintance whom he 
met there; he ſometimes retorted 

again, and ſometimes only laughed 

at them. Three weeks were ſpent 

in this manner, when Lord Free- 
more with his davighter' and wo 
| ene pd | 


Our ies; vide bad for ſome days 
been tired of the company of Lady / 
Suſan; now attached himſelf to 
Miſs Freemore. Delighted at the 
preference he ga ve her to many 
other pretty women, ſhe tried all 
in her power to fix him for her 
Own, Es 
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10 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
But in this ſhe was miſtaken ; 


_ "George had no intention of mar- 
riage with any one; his thoughts 


were ſtill, when alone, on Mats 
Melvill. He knew ſhe had loved 


kim nth. a pure affection—an af- 


fection that would have been laſt- 


ing, had he endeavoured to reſtrain - 


his paſſions. Sir Charles had an- 
ſwered his letter immediately; it 
was a mixture of reproof and pity ; 


it likewiſe contained ſome whole- 
ſome advice, which it had been 
better if he would have liſtened to. 
He alſo. told him he had offered 
himſelf to- Lady Harriot Nevill, 
and met with ſucceſs, and was 
partly promiſed her hand on their 
| arrival in town. 


Theſe 
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LADY EMMA MELVILL, 11 
Theſe were the heads of his 
letter, but George took notice that 
his friend mentioned not a word of 
Farmley-Caſtle ; he ſmiled to him- 
ſelf, and vanity told him it was no 
want of friendſhip, but a fear of 
his ſupplanting him. Thoſe were 
his thoughts, nor were they alto- 
gether fallacious; as Sir Charles 
had very little deſire, till he had 
ſecured Lady Harriot for a wife, 
that Woodford ſhould be fo cloſely 
connected with her as he muſt be 
if he went to the Caſtle. He 
thought himſelf poſſeſſed of het 
eſteem, if not of her love, and he 
alſo knew ſhe would not give her 
hand without her heart; he was 
therefore unwilling that a hand- 
ſomer and cleverer fellow than him- 
ſelf (for Sir Charles had not a great 
: | B ** deal 
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12 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 


deal of vanity) ſhould ſtep in before 


N he was ſure of that heart, and per- | 
| haps carry off the prize. If Guild- 


ford had rightly known the temper 


of the lady, he needed not have 


been under any apprehenſions, as 


the would never have conſented to 
have given him her hand without 


her heart, Lady Harriot was not 


one of thoſe giddy females who ac- 
cept of the firſt man that offers for 
a a huſband, that they may be rid of 
the authority of their parents; but 
too often their ſituation is altered 
for the worſe, inſtead of better. She 
had a moſt kind and indulgent mo- 

ther, by whom ſhe was ſcarce ever 


controlled, for this reaſon, indeed, 


that ſhe ſeldom or ever did, or de- 
ſired any thing that was wrong. 
: They were true friends, and asked 


each 


| LADY EMMA MELVILL. 13 
each other's advice in every thing 
they did. Here give me leave to 
obſerve, that if every mother and 

daughter did the ſame, (I mean 
when the latter is arrived at years 
of diſcretion) it would be better 
for both. The mother Who takes 
the paius to form the mind of her 
child, finds the benefit of it in the 
end; if that child has a bad diſpo- 
5 fition, ſhe may have a hard task to 
accompliſh. Forgive me this di- 
greſſion, my fair readers, as I have 
no doubt but you would rather hear 
of George Woodford, with all his 
foibles, thau be peſtered with the 
ſtale, old-maidith. reflections of a 
female author. I will, therefore, 
proceed, and, if poſſible, avoid fall - 


ing into the ſame error again. 
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14 GEORGE, WOODFORD AND 


Six weeks had ſlipt away at Tun- 


| bridge, but at the end of that time; 


it began to grow languid and dull. 


Lady Freemore was ſick of ſeeing 


the ſame faces over and over, whilſt 
Lady Suſan was as heartily fick of 


George, whom ſhe found ſhe could 


make nothing of, and wiſhed to 


go to ſome other place, that ſhe 


might gain ſome new admirers, 
as ſhe found none here ready to ſup- 
ply Mr. Woodford's place, and he 


had, for the laſt fortnight, attached 
himſelf to her fiſter-in-law. As the 


latter was quite giddy with delight, 
ſhe thought herſelf ſure of George 


for a huſband, and all places were 


to her alike," provided Woodford 


was by her fide. Both my lord 


and lady encouraged him, as they 


had heard of the rupture with the 


Mel- 


LADY EMMA MELVILLs = 18 
Melvills, my lady wiſhing to get 
rid of her grown-up daughter, and 
my lord of an incumbrance. The 
latter now ptopoſed their going fer 
a few weeks to Freemore- lodge 
this Was readily aſſented to, and 


miſs, the next morning, told Mr. 


Woodford her father's inteiitioh, at 
the ſame time asking him to accom- 
paniy them. George ſtarted at che 
bare ſound, and anſwered with pre- 
cipitation——not for the world; and 
| ſoon after left the houſe, Miſs | 
Freemore, though unknowingly, 

| ftruck a dagger to His heart. He 
thought of the many PR" hours 
he had ſpent in Herts ; he paſſed 
the day in diſcofitent and vexation 
on his own folly, and in the eveni 
had recourſe to the bottle—arecotr 
he had toe 9. — uſe of, of 


late. 


16 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
late. The next morning the Free- 
mores ſent for him to breakfaſt, 
which invitation he,- with reluc- 
tance, complied with; it was as 
he feared, for their whole diſcourſe 
was on their journey, and their 
ſorrow that Mr. Woodford would 
not accompany them. At length, 
to his great relief, a ſervant told 
Lady Freemore the chaiſe was 
ready, and George led them to it, 
heartily glad to be rid of them, 
and a ſubject that gave him exceſ- 
ſive pain, whilſt Miſs Freemore 
ſeemed ready to faint at the part- 
ing, and preſſing his hand with a 
ſigh, I hope, Mr. Woodford, we 
ſhall ſoon again meet in town. He 
only bowed, and negligently ſaid, 
1 hope ſo too, madam. The chaiſe 
drove off, and our hero returned to 


his 


LADY EMMA MELVILL. 17 


his lodgings in rather-a melancholy 
mood; he threw himſelf into a 
chair revolving - his paſt follies, 

when he was ſuddenly rouſed by 
the entrance of Sir James Sedley. 


. 


This a bog ens in | 
Northamptonſhire with his fiſter, - 
but was now come to town. to ſet- 
tle a little buſineſs; this being 
done, they intended to ſet off for 
the old family manſion i in Wales; - 
but Sir James calling .in Bruton- 
ſtreet, and hearing Woodford was 
at Tunbridge, having conſulted his 4 
ſiſter, determined to take a ride, and 7 | 
perſuade him to accompany them 
to Bangor, which George gladly 
| aflented to; and having ſettled 
a few preliminaries, and dined with 
| "0p Lanley, *. poſted to town, 
| Ns | and 
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and next morning ſet off for Sedley- 
mount. Their journey was ſafe 
and pleaſant ; Mr. Woodford was 
much pleaſed with the country, 
and as the Sedley family was much 
beloved, they never wanted for 
company. e 


The Welch ladies were much 
charmed with the viſitant of Sir 
James, and all ſtrove to pleaſe him, 
but no one in particular ſucceeded ; 
for as there were no great beauties 


among them, George paid his ac 


tentions equally; and ſo happy a 
knack had he at compliment, that 
were there twenty in the room, he 
had a different one for each, and 

no one could boaſt of being praiſed 
more than her neighbour :— the 
fame in dancing; he was generally 
| an allowed 


4 


LADY EMMA MELVILL, 19 
allowed to be one of the fineſt, 
if not the beſt, dancers 'in Eng- 
land, and let him be in what- 


ever aſſembly he would, his 


hand was coveted by all the fe- 


males; but here he took them in 


ſucceſſion, and danced with a diffe- 
rent one every ball there was. Had 
he always acted in ſo prudent a man- 
ner, he might have been happier; 
but was, juſt at this time, on the 
ſtool of repentance. Often, while 
climbing the Welch mountains, has 


he thought of his Emma; ſome... 


times he has accuſed her of want 
of love for him; then thought of 
his own folly, and found cauſe to 


upbraid no one but himſelf; then 
again, he would determine to for- 


get her, but this he found impoſ- 
ſible. Before he left town, he 
wrote to Sir Charles Guildford, 


wherein 
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20 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
wherein he told him, he was going 
into Wales with Sir James and 
Miſs Sedley, it the ſame time, de- 
firing him to make his excuſes to 
the counteſs and Lady Harriot, for 
not waiting © on them at 5 N A 


2 ſ OY 


© Sir Charles 8 not a little 
pleaſure from this epiſtle; he was 
pleaſed to find his friend in ſuch 
agreeable company, and glad he de- 
14 dlined the viſit to Farmley- caſtle; 
= but as it contained nothing that 
3 wanted a reply, and not being fond 
= of writing, he did not anſwer it, 
= as he was buſied, at that time, in 
= .- ſending directions to his ſervants 
and tradeſpeople, to have every 

1 thing ready for his marriage, as he 
had e on en, Harriot to 


give 


ow” 


LADY EMMA MELVIIL. 21 
give him her hand on their arrival 
in town. 7 * 


= 
 - 


The Freemores had been for 
ſome little time at the Lodge, 
though miſs was very much diſcon- 
tented, and wiſhed to go to town, 
as ſhe had no doubt but Woodford 
was there by this time. She had, 
by the means of the ſervants, ſpread 
it about the country, that ſhe was 
engaged to Mr. Woodford, and 
that ſhe ſhould certainly be his wife 
the enſuing winter. This ſoon 
reached the ears of Miſs Melvill ; 
ſhe could not refiſt a ſigh at the 
news. Miſs Haverford, who was 
ſtill with her, raved at him, for ſo 
ſoon breaking his word, as he aſ- 
ſured Mr. Melvill he would never 
be any other's than his daughter's. 
| a 


- 


interrupting her. 


125 
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My dear Sabina, ſaid Emma, you 


are now, indeed, too ſevere. Why 


ſhould he lead a ſingle life on my 


account ? every thing muſt be at 
an end between him and me; he 
has known Miſs Freemore nearly 
as long as me, and if ſhe loves him, 


as I really believe ſhe does, he may 
be as happy with her as any other 
woman. 


An 4 you rally think as you ; 


fay, Emma ? 


Moſt a I do ; I have of- 
ten told you, that I think of him 
only as aloſt friend ; my regard is 


turned into pity for his faults. 


But your love, my dear, ſaid Sa- 
bina, what is that turned into? 


1 ſhould 


LADY EMMA MELVILL. 23 
I ſhould really have imagined that 
regard was ſynonimous to love in 


a woman; at leaſt mine is, or was 


ſuch. But, replied Emma, far 
from wiſhing him to remain ſingle, 


I ſhall rejoice very much to hear 
he is married, as a prudent and 


good wife, may, in time, break 


him of his caprice and folly. Miſs 
Haverford ſhook her head, but ſaid 


nothing ; ſhe knew full well, that 


her friend's heart was ſtill his, and 


that to hear of his marriage with 


another would coſt her not a little 
pain. She had avoided ſpeaking of 


him till the Freemores came down ; 
but as the two families were a great 
deal together, and the former Was 
continually ſpeaking of George, it 


was impoſſible to pretend to forget 


him any longer. Often, when 
Emma 
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24 GEORGE WOODFORD ANR - 


Emma was preſent, would Miſs 


Freemore produce ſome little trin- 


| ket, and when it has been admired, 


ſhe would ſay——yes, it is very 


pretty, Mr. Woodford choſe it 
for me, or, Mr. Woodford gave it 
me; at the ſame time, perhaps, 


that Mr. Woodford had never ſeen 


it, for ſhe only did it in the hope 
of teazing Emma, who ſhe thought, 


and indeed with reaſon, was the 


occaſion of his not coming to the 


Lodge; nor did her malicious at- 


tempt fail, as a ſtarting tear or ſigh 


generally appeared when he was 


: | 
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mentioned. 


n were in this inen 


when the latter end of November 
carried the Freemores to London, 
and at the ſame time brought letters 


to 


ADY EMMA MELVILL. 25 
to Mr. Melvill, informing him of 
the death of the Earl of Beverly. 
This hurried them immediately to 
town, when Mr. Melvill found by 
the will, that though the old earl 
had taken no notice of him or his 
family during his life-time, he had 
left him every thing at his death 

houſe, furniture, plate and linen in- . 
cluded, excepting fifty thouſand 
pounds to Miſs Melvill, now Lady 
Emma, who was his god-daughter. 
There was a great deal of ready 
money beſides, all of which he had 
left with the title, excepting a few 

| legacies to his ſervants, for he was - 2 
a great miſer during his life-time, | 
and thought much of the moſt tri= _ 
fling expence. VER 
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Mr. Melvill, now Earl of Bever- | 


ly, with his wife, the counteſs, 
rejoyced no otherways, at this vaſt 
acquifition of fortune, than that 
their ability of doing good was en- 


| larged, whilſt Lady Emma ſighed, 


that the power was denied her of 
ſharing her's with the man whom 
ſhe ſtill found ſhe more than eſ- 
teemed. Her brother, Lord Mel- 
vill, envied his ſiſter having fo large 
a ſum in her own poſſeſſion; not 
but what he was heartily glad, 
that he ſhould now have it in 
his power (his father not limit- 


ing his expences) to ſpend more of 
his time and money in St. James's- 
ſtreet. The earl and his lady pro- 


poſed reſiding the reſt of the win; 
ter in Cavendiſh-ſquare, in hopes 
of 1 the melancholy of 


9 


their 
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| LADY EMMA MELVILL. 27 
their beloved daughter, which 
ſeemed rather to increaſe. They 
had prevailed on the aunt of Miſs 
Haverford, to let that young lady 
-paſs the winter with them, n 
ſhe had conſented to. 


The Counteſs of Beverly's rank 
ſoon brought very faſhionable peo- 
ple to her houſe, and in leſs than 
two months, her aſſemblies were 
crowded with what the world 
terms the beſt company. By this 
means, Lady Emma's thoughts 
were diverted from dwoelling ſo in- 
tently on Mr. Woodford, though 
ſhe ſometimes wondered a little at 
not having ſeen him any where in 

public. The beginning of January + 
brought the Counteſs of Farmley, 
Lady Harriot, and Sir Charles 
RO Guildford 
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28 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 


Guildford to town; and. three 


weeks after, her ladyſhip reſigned 
her liberty to Sir Charles. We 
will here leave the London folks, 
and take a peep at Wales. Neither 


Sir James, his ſiſter, or Mr. Wood- 


ford found themſelves inclined to 
leave Sedley-mount till the middle 
of February, when, to the infinite 
regret of their neighbours, they 
ſet out for town. On their arri- 


val, they each retired to their re- 
ſpective homes. George found, on 
looking in the viſiting-book, that 


the ſeat of diſſipation and folly. Fa- 
figued with his journey, he ſpent 


moſt of his acquaintance were in 


the evening at home; but the next - 
morning dreſſed, and went to the 


houſe of Sir Charles Guildford, to 


8 bin and his lady joy of their 


nuptials, 


W 
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nuptials, which the papers had in- 


formed him of before he left Wales, 
though he had entirely overlooked 
the death of the Earl of Beverly. 
But neither Sir Charles nor his 
lady being at home, he returned to 
Bruton- ſtreet, and did not go out 
again till evening, when he ordered 


his carriage to the opera. As he 


paſſed through the coffee - room, he 
heard one gentleman ſay to another 


—— not know her, Jack! why it 


is Lady Emma Melvill, daughter 


to the Earl of Beverly, and a 


charming girl ſhe is. George im- 
mediately directed his eyes to the 
ſpot where their's were fixed, when 


he indeed beheld his Emma, with 


a gentleman who was handing her 
into the pit, followed by the coun- 
teſs and Miſs Haverford. He was 

Vol. II. S 
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30 GEORGE. WOODFORD AND 
ſome moments immoveable ; but 
at length went to the pit-door, 

Where he again ſoon deſcried her; 
and as he could with more conve- 
nience there obſerve her motions, 
he thought he had never ſeen her 
look fo handſome as ſhe did at 
that moment. Her dreſs, though 
mourning, was elegant, and only 
 Jerved to ſhew her complexion and 
ſhape to more advantage. Our hero 
| gazed on her with delight, till the 
pit became ſo crowded ſhe was hid 
from his view. He then contrived 
to get a ſeat a few rows behind her, 
when he could ſometimes hear her 
voice. He enjoyed a pleaſing deli- 


rium till the opera was over, and 


- then followed her again into the 
coffee- room unperceived, and was 
but a ſmall diſtance from her, when 


he 
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compelled him to remain where he 


LADY EMMA MELVILL. 31 
he heard a female voice ſcream 
out—Lord, if there is not Mr. 
Woodford ! Lady Emma turned 
her head, but on meeting George's 
eyes, a death-like. paleneſs over- 


ſpread her face; but inſtantly reco- 
vering herfelf, ſhe had preſence of 
mind to return a curtſey to a re- 


ſpectful bow he made her; then 
giving her hand to the gentleman 
that was with her, ſhe quitted the 


' houſe. 


Miſs Freemore, from whom the 


ſcream had proceeded, now peſtered 


him with a thouſand queſtions : 
much rather would he have fol- 
lowed Lady Emma, but politeiieſs 


was. He anſwered her interroga- 


tories, ſuch as, where he had 


been, and where he had hid 


ns 1 -.: 


— 


* 


: * * 2 2 


„1 
, 1 cu a... 3 N WW = n 


. Gu.) 8 


* ow 
/ 
" + 
. 
7 - 
: * 
a 4 4 8 . = 8 NY i, ot 
— ee... i, Ss OR Pp 
* 9 „ 7 1 y \ 
» . : ? "Go 4 
| LIES 1 mM ! mY 8 >. . See ; 
4 1 *. ws . 8 


„ AA 
4 
. TR 


pg 


"8 


* 32 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
4 an himſelf ſo long, as faſt as poflible 5 
. and then asked her how long the 
old Earl of Beverly had been 
dead. She told him about three 
4H months, but was very backward 
9 of ſaying any thing further, ex- 
Cepting that the gentleman with 
Lady Emma was the Marquis of 
Fanningford, and that it was 
thought it would be a match. 
This was a dagger to the heart of 
George ; and not all the intreaties 
of Ledy Freemore or her daugh- 
ter, could prevail on him to go 
home to ſupper with them. This 
was matter of much ſorrow to miſs, 
a who had ſcarce had an eaſy mo- 
ment ſince her coming to town, 
where ſhe made no doubt of finding 
her lover, as ſhe vainly thought, 
ready to throw himſelf at her feet; 
Ee but 


; 
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LADY EMMA MILVILT. 5 33 
but how great was her diſappoint- 
ment when ſhe could not even get 
intelligence where he was gone; 
ſhe was, therefore, happy once 
more to ſee him, and diſpaired not 
of again enſlaving him, as ſhe in- 
deed thought the had at Tun- 
bridge, Thus were her thoughts 
employed during their ride home. 
Far, very far different were thoſe 
of our hero: Is it poſſible, cried 
he to himſelf, that if ſhe really 
ever loved, ſhe could ſo ſoon forget 
me ? No, no; ſhe never had any 
affection for me, it's plain yet let 

me conſider; may not this be a tale 
of Miſs Freemore's to make me 
jealous ? her malicious brain might 
have fabricated this, in the hope 
that in a fit of deſpair I might offer 
her my hand; but I will ſearch to | 
| e e 
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34 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 

the bottom to-morrow ; Guildford 
| muſt, without doubt, know the 
truth, and dares not trifle with me. 
He went to bed, but ſleep for ſome 
huours forſook his eyes. N 
| 


ON 


He roſe early next morning, and 
before ten went to Sir Charles's 
houſe. He found them at breakfaſt, 

and was received both by his friend 

"4 matt Lady H arriot with great friend- 
ſhip. Their dejeune being over, 
4 ſhe begged the excuſes of Mt. 
,, Woodford, telling him the was 
1 going to her mother, as ſhe every 
morning when ſhe had break faſted, 

paid her reſpe& to the countels. 
George led her ladyfhip to her car- 
riage, and then returned to his 
friend, where they ſoon entered on 

J the topic neareſt the heart of our 
5 | hero. 
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LADY EMMA MELVILL- | 35 
hero. Sir Charles informed. him 
how the will was left, and where 
they lived; what | Miſs Freemore 
ſaid, continued Sir Charles, con- 
cerning the Marquis of Fanning- 
ford, is not. entirely void of foun- 
dation; certain it is that the Mar- 
quis has made propoſals to the earl, 
but his anſwer was my daughter, 
my lord, 1s her own miſtreſs, but 
you have my conſent to try to gain 
her heart, though ] fear it will be 
in vain. He then went to the lady, 
and I was told ſhe peremptorily 
refuſed him as a lover, though not 
as a friend. | | 


O, my friend! returned George, 
ten thouſand thanks for this intel- 
hgence——yet, why ſhould I fay 
ſo ? ſhe never can be mine! Her 
N C4 5. rank 
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36 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 

| rank and condition now hinder all 

1 thoughts of that, if ſhe ever could 5 
| |] pardon my faults; | q 


= | Indeed, Woodford, I will not 
1 pretend to flatter you: Fanning- 

RH ford is a great favourite with the 
Aadies; he is very handſome, with- 
| out the leaſt grain of foppery or 
| vanity ; (here George felt a con- 
ſcious twinge) a large eſtate, with- 
out any incumbrance, and fewer 
foibles than, perhaps, any one of [ 
his ſex beſides. 


- 


Heaven forbid, Guildford, but 
what you have given too high a 
1 colouring te the picture for if he 
_ has half thoſe agremens, he can't 
fail of ſucceeding with a woman of 
Emma s taſte, 
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LADY EMMA MELVILL. 37 
On my honour I don't think I 
have flattered in the leaſt; and 


there is ſcarce the ſhadow of a doubt 


made by the world in general but 


he will ſucceed. 


Are you acquainted with the 
n Charles! ? 


Vis, through Lady Harriot' 8 


means I am . intimate with 
him. 


Then you certainly know from | 


himſelf what terms he? is on with 
N Emma. 


Indeed, ne you are miſta- 


ken; the marquis never boaſts of 


any favours he receives from a 
* he is humility itſelf, and is 
Cc 8 
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38 GEORGE WOODFORD, &c. 


not in the leaſt conſcious of the 


power he has over the fair ſex in 


general. Woodford only anſwered 
with a ſigh and a ſhrug ; and 


morning viſiters coming in, he ſoon 
after took his leave. 


Lady Emma had ſcarce thought 


leſs of George than he had of her. 
She had been in remarkable ſpirits 


the evening before, but they had 
received a conſiderable damp at the 


fight of our hero; and ſo oppreſt 
were they, that the was forced to 


plead a ſudden indiſpoſition to ex- 
cuſe her attendance at ſupper. The 


marquis, who ſupped at the earl's, 
expreſſed great uneaſineſs, though 


he had no idea of the reaſon of her 
Woes: > he had not minded the 


excla- 


. * 
80 : 3 1 * " 
r — en a — 
* * "WI rn — 
4 — * LE 
1 3 . 
, 


5 54 a "IE 
Sit oath: 2 


LADY EMMA MELVILL. © 39 
exclamation of Miſs Freemore, nor 
had he ſeen George. 


This young nobleman became 
- acquainted with Emma at an af- 
ſembly, and fo ſtruck was he, that 
he immediately waited on the Earl 
of Beverly ; but. he received the 
-anfwer already related by Sir 
Charles Guildford, He was muck 
diſappointed, but as he was neither 

forbid the houſe or the ſight of her 
ladyſhip, he determined to do all in 
his power to gain her affections. 
He richly deſerved every thing Sir 
Charles had ſaid of him, and Lady 
Emma would often ſay, that, ex- 
cepting one, he was the moſt agree- 
able man ſhe had ever ſeen. Miſs 
Haverford felt the full force of 
what her friend faid, and in her 
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40 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 


mind thought him one of the 


firſt among the agreeables. Till 
the marquis's appearance, her 
thoughts had been always hum- 
ble ; ſhe had tried to check them, 


but found it no eaſy task ; ſhe was 
| likewiſe forced to put on diſſimula- 
tion unnatural to her, to hide from 


her friend the true ſtate of her 
heart, as ſhe knew if Lady Emma 
could bring herſelf to marry the 
marquis, her friend's happineſs 


would be an impediment ; ſhe had 
not yet been diſcovered, and her 


whole ſtudy was to continue fo. 
The earl and counteſs were much 


ſhocked to ſee the effect the fight 
of Woodford had on their daugh- 


ter, and gave up all thoughts of 


ever ſeeing her wedded to another. 


For this reaſon they determined to 


—ů—ů—ů— 


1 
= 


ſet 


LADY EMMA MELVILL, 41 
ſet a private watch over his con- 
duct, unknown to any one but 


| themſelves. The watch pitched 


on was their ſon, who would never 
have given a favourable: account, 
if there had been room for ſo doing. 
But fortunately for his malevo- 
lence, and unfortunately for George, 


there was ſoon full occaſion for 
cenſuring his conduct; for as if an 
evil genius purſued him, he again, 
in ſpite of the friendly admonitions 


of Sir Charles Guildford and Sir 
James Sedley, launched into all 
kinds of di/jipation, riot and debauch- 


| ery. In vain did the tradeſmen. 
ſue for the juſt payment of their 


debts ; he every day rendered him- 
ſelf more unable to pay them; and 
though he often met Lady Emma 
in . always avoided her. 
The 


42 GEORCE WOODFORD AND 
That young lady was once more 


5 tolerably ſerene, and as ſhe daily 


heard unfavourable reports of him, 
ſhe found her heart more and more 
ſtrengthened againſt him; yet 
could ſhe not bring herfelf to give 
her hand to the marquis. She aſ- 
ſured her parents, that though ſhe 
ſhould never for the future feel any 
inconvenience from her regard for 
Woodford, yet ſhe ſound it impoſ- 
ſible to give any other man the 
place in her affections he had once 
held. In this manner did ſhe like- 
wiſe reaſon with Miſs Haverford, 
and indeed with the marquis ;. for 
as ſhe conſidered him in the light 
of a friend, the did not fcruple to 
tell him the real ſtate of her heart— 
that ſhe had given it, when young, 

to one ſhe then thought deſerving, 


ok, 


LADY' EMMA MELVILL.” 43 
but that his conduct had long ſince 
| obliged her to give him up. She 
did not mention his name, though 


from ſeveral hints in the family, 


and from his acquaintance, he ſoon 
diſcovered the prodigal ; and ſo far 


did this amiable. young nobleman's 


g00d-nature carry him, that he de- 
termined to get acquainted with 
Woodford, and, if poſſible work 
a revolution 1n him. But this was 
entirely put out of his power, for 


George ſhunned every place he was 


in, and would never return the leaſt 
civility ſhewn him by the marquis ; 
ftill would he have endeavoured, 
through the help of Sir Charles; to 
have rendered himſelf leſs formida- 
ble, but by the incidents which 
ſucceed, was at length forced to give 
vp all hopes. Our hero was more 

fre- 
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44 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 

frequently than ever at Lord Free- 
more's, but the ſo long expected 
7 declaration did not come. He 
9 treated Miſs Freemore with more 
freedom than ever, and took liber- 0 
ties not proper for any young lady 
to grant, unleſs aſſured he was one 1 
{ day to be her huſband; but as 4 
two months had already ſlipped | 
away, and no offer was made, my 
lord determined to ſpeak himſelf. 


f He, for this purpoſe, one morn- 
| 4 ing deſired Mr. Woodford's atten- | 
K | daance in his library; when they = 
xz were ſeated, Lord Freemore faid, 8 
: I think, Mr. Woodford, the al- 
liance between you and the Be- 
verly family is entirely broke off. 


1 885 Why, 


LADY EMMA MELVILL. | 45 
Why, yes, my lord; but what 5 
then ? 


What then, fir ! why, I muſt 
now ask you, what your intentions 
are here then? 


I have none in particular, my 
lord. 


No! what then are your reaſons 
for your en do my IN” 
ter 


"God heavens, fir ! ſure you 
don't think me ſuch a churl as not 
to have it in my power to behave 
with civility to any other woman, 


though my affections are engaged. 


Your 


46 GEORGE WOODFORD AND! 
Your affections n to 
whom pray ? 


ma Metrall. 


You told me juſt now, that every 
thing was at an end in that fa- 
mily. 


On their ſide, fir, I will allow it 
is; but on mine, no woman muft 
ever think ſhe can ſupplant, in my 
affections, Emma Melvill. 


SW Then give me leave to tell you, 
| Mr. Woodford, you are a villain! 


* x . 


bowing low ; but pray may I ask 
in hat! ? 


In 


To whom! why, to Lady Em- 


I humbly thank your lordſhip, 
| 


1 
| 
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In what, fir ! have you not tried 

all in your power to gain oy 
daughter' 8 affe ien | 


— 


Vou aſtouiſh me, my lord! 1 


can challenge Miſs Freemore to 
ſay I ever talked of marriage. 1 


have ever found the ladies willing 
to oblige me, the leaſt I. could do 
in return was, if poſſible, to pleaſe 


them; but as to matrimony with 
any one of the ſex, tis as foreign 


to my thoughts at preſent as tak. 
ing a leap to the moon. | 


Let me tell you, Mr. Wood- 
ford, you are an inſufferable cox- 
comb, and inſolent young man; 
and from this hour I defire you will 
never enter theſe: doors agen; 


= 
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48 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
Moſt agreeable epithets, my lord, 
1 muſt confeſs ; but your age ſe- 
cures you from my reſentment, I 
will therefore wiſh you a good 
morning, and ſhall carefully obſerve 
your commands, and fincerely hope 
Miſs Freemore will ſoon be ſettled 
to the mutual ſatisfaction of all 


parties. He then. quitted the room 
and houſe immediately, not at all 
Ll ſorry to part with an acquaintance 
| = , Which had long been irkſome to 
18 him. He left my lord greatly en- 
* =. raged, and Miſs Freemore was al- 
'Y 4 5 moſt in hyſterics on hearing he had 
1 8 her up for ever. 
f 5 * Sar: hero Bud e nothing to 
| N =. do but ſeek ſome other ſilly. female 
do exerciſe his power on; and as 


fortune generally favours the un- 
towar d, 


| LADY EMMA MELVILL. 49 
toward, ſo it favoured him, and 
| threw in his way Miſs Harley, Sir 
Charles Guildford's coufin, whom 
he had 'not ſeen this winter. Tt 
has been already obſerved, that- this 
lady's ſpirits carried her ſometimes 
beyond the bounds of decorum; 
this was the caſe now, for ſhe was 
ſoexhilirated at the fight of George, 
that the ſet no bounds to her joy. 
He was ſoon ſenſible of this, and 

abſolutely, notwithſtanding her re- 
lationſhip to Sir Charles, formed the 
baſe reſolution of gaining her for 
a miſtreſs. This was an extreme 
of folly he had never hitherto al- 
lowed himſelf, but he ſeemed de- 
termined to ſtick at nothing to fink 
himſelf ſtill lower in the opinion of 
his friends; all moral reflections 
were fled, and if he ever found him- 


ſelf 


r n 
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ſelf inclined to a ſerious thought, 


he had recourſe to his bottle. 


It was with the greateſt pain Sir 


Charles beheld his once loved friend 
ſo loſt to every ſenſe of honour and 


remorſe. Often would he take oc- 


cCaſion, when he found him a little 


| ſober, to lay before him the errors 


of his conduct; but he was no 


longer to be convinced, he laughed 


at all propriety and decorum, and 
would hear of neither. | 


Lady W pained to the | 
laſt degree for him, though ſhe ſel- 


dom ſaw him ; for the man whoſe 


company was courted by every fe- 


male, had now rendered himſelf 


unfit for the preſence of any modeſt 


woman. Many were the drops 
ſhed 
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LADY EMMA MELVILL, 51 


ſhed from the eyes of the amiable 
Lady Emma, as the whole town 
rung of his vices; ſome through 


malevolence, and ſome through an 


inſatiable love of ſcandal, were con- 


6 tinually filling her ears, and peſter- 


ing her with his faults. 


— 


At length the Earl of Beverly 
determined to pay a viſit himſelf 
to this loſt young man. He did the 


following day at one o'clock, but 
was informed by the ſervants their 
maſter was not up. No matter for 


that, replied the earl, I will wait 


till he is ſtirring, and without 


ceremony walked into the parlour. 


The ſervants were both ſtran- 
gers, and knew not the earl, but 


| thought, by the n, of his ap- 


Pearance, 
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himſelf, he was a tradeſman who 
called for the payment of his bill. 
For this reaſon they took little no- 
tice of him, nor ſo much as ſhut 
the » parlour-door, which the earl 


there is not that old fellow, 
Sauna, again. a | 


% 
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pearance, and the few airs he gave 


had purpoſely left open ; by this 
means he heard all their diſcourſe, . 


which was not much to the credit 
of their maſter. 


Ve, 


This jargon continued for about 


half an hour, when a ſingle rap 


ſtruck the door. One of the fel- 
lows looked through the hall win- 
dow, by my faith, ſaid he, if 


What the devil does he want 
cned the other. 4 ; 
Want 2 


LADY BMMA MELVILL. 53 
Want! why the payment of 92 
a bill to be ſure. 74 


Why, n him, did not my 
maſter tell him he had no money ; 
what ſignifies his n bin in 
_ manner. 


1 „Wr, dn my 0 Iba 
dont't know what to ſay to it; a 
hundred and fifty pounds is a wo" 


n to a man in trade. 


* 


þ Ah ' | welt} ; 1 with bas _ Lord 
that was the largeſt ſum he owed. 
n 1 Squarely knocked _— 
Mo aur. tid aid lan N 
: Well, faid the former, ah mull 
let him in —he did, but told him 
Mr. Woodford was not up. 800 
much the better, I will wait till 
Yor. II. D — y 
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he is, for I muſt ſee him. 
ſeated himſelf in the. hall, when 2 


n n enſued. 


GEORGE WOODFORD AND 


He 


The ti now withdrew: behind 
the door, where he could hear with- 


out being ſeen, as he feared ſome 
one might come in who knew him, 
and he did not want George to 
know who it was that wanted * 
till he himmſelf faw him. 


4 


Soon 4 this the . came, 
who delivered his maſter's humble 
reſpects to Mr. Woodford, 
could not ſerve him with bread any 
longer, unleſs * NN” was Sr 
charged. : F 


Several others alſo came, but all 
retired except Mr. Squarely, 


but 


Va- 
rious 
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rious were the conflicts the earl 
went through during this ſcene; 
but he AN not yet been witneſs to 

. | 


At laſt arrived an elderly man, 
-h meanly drefled, who, with an 
obſequious bow to Mr. John, (the 
other being gone out of the hall) 
defired to know if his honour was 
at Home. . by 


Ves, yes, Techrätd the infolent, 
he is at home, but not up yet; 
what ſig üfies FO Bag bim 
= often, friend. So = 

1 als ſorry for it, 1 but 1 
havea wife and ſeven i children, "= 


CO 


"Ds "4. 
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Ah, ha! honeſt man, that is 
Four conſtant din, but we can't 
5 | help that you , ſo ſaying, he 
| again ſeated himſelf, and took n \ 
the news-paper. 


_ E 
| 
| 
| 


bl 


Could I but be permitted to ſee | 
him, faid the other again, I'am _ 
fare, his honour would let me have 
it, as five guineas can be nothing 
in his pocket. | 


If it was but five ſhillings/ he 
could not let you have! it now, but 
you may wait if you pleaſe. The 
earl was ſcarce able to keep his ſeat, 
ſo greatly ſhocked was he at the 
above diſcourſe. At length Mr. 
Wood ford's bell rung, and John 


quitting the hall, Mr. Squarely 
asked 


Oo 

. r 

- 

e * 6 0 
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asked the poor 1 man voy _— buſi- 


neſs was. 


| Why, 151 1 Keg a kite print- 
| ſhop i in Broad St. Giles's; and his 
honour, about nine months ago, 
came and bought three prints, 
which I allowed him for five gui- 
neas. He ſaid he had not the money 
about him, but I ſhould be paid on 
the delivery of them; but I have 
never ſeen a farthing of the money 
; fince. 


Squarely ſhook his head, 
when the bell again ringing, the 
man came down, and going into 
the parlour, deſired to e the 
earl » name. 


* « 
MY 


D 3 0 


ea | Sp 
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No matter, friend, I want to 

ſee him. Another half hour elapſed, 

| when John again came down, with, 

| my maſter deſires to know either 

your name, or your buſineſs, fir. 


i: thall tell neither, replied the 


\ Finding bim thys peremptory, he 

LO x again left him, when ſoon after 
4 Woodford came. out on the ſtairs, 
! and calling to the ſervant :—tell 
|  Squarely his bill ſhall be diſcharged 
in à few days; ÜUkewiſe tell the 
other fellow, his paltry debt ſhall 


1 be ſent him to-morrow ; and the 
WI | other, if he don't chuſe to leave 
4 1 |: | his. name or buſineſs, he muſt call . 
ſl ſome other time, as to-day I am 
r ll 

1 | Here 
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Here the earl ruſhed out, and 


turning to the ſervants, who ſtood 


grining in the hall: — tell your maſ- 
ter it was the Earl of Beverly 
wanted him; that he came to be 
convinced if what he had heard 
was true; and tell him likewiſe, 
he is convineed. With theſe words, 
uttered in a moſt tremendous tone, 
he left the houſe, in a ſtate of 
mind not to be deſcribed, and left 
Woodford, who heard the whole, 
ready. to fink with ſhame, horror, 
and confuſion. He vented the moſt 
bitter imprecations on his ſervants 
for not deſcribing the earl more 
juſtly, as they had told him they 
thought he was ſome tradeſman, 
or an attorney. 2 


* 


54 


Some hours paſſed before he was 
| himſelf; he then went out, and 
= ad recourſe to his uſual remedy, 
if to drive away all thought and con- 
viction. When the earl got to 
Portman- ſquare, he went to his 
ſtudy, and gave way to a train of 
thought which crowded to his 
mind. He reflected on the friend- 
ſhip that ſubſiſted between him and 
the late Mr. Woodford, and like- 
wiſe the pleaſure he and his lady 
felt when they thought of a match 
between the young people. And 
are all my hopes come to this? ſaid 
this truly- good man, with his eyes 
moiſtened with tears of ſorrow. 
O! let this be a warning to pa- 
rents, never to bring their children 
up together, for fear their hopes 
ſhould be blaſted as ours; or any of 
HEE | the 


| 
| 
„ | 
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the parties meet the difippolntiveiit 
_ Emma has. 


Here 1000 Beverly came in, mir 


| ſhe knew her huſband's intentions; 

but how ſhocked was ſhe to hear 
the reſult. Could we but prevail 
on the dear girl, ſaid the counteſs, 


to give her hand to the marquis, 


ſhe might be happy. Vet to force 
her inclinations that we cannot 


do. No, that would be cruel to 


the laſt degree; and if Woodford 
can be ſuch a deceiver, I can ſcarce 
truſt any man; beſides he is now 

| certainly at the higheſt pinacle of 
Vice; yet I dare not nurſe the idea, 
nor cannot think there is any hope' 
of amendment. Here they were 
interrupted by the voice of their 
daughter, who came running up 


we: the 


be. orca WOODFORD AND 

the ſtairs to ſee where they had hid 

themſelves. This made my lord 
and lady. endeavour to clear up 

/ their countenance, in which they 
Freter well ſueceeded. 


8 in the meantime, was 
conſtantly at Mrs. Harley's, and 
the giddy Clara often contrived to 
receive him alone. By this means 
many liberties were taken with her, 
which were not proper for her to 
grant; but as he was never ſober 
of an evening, that pleaded his ex- 
cuſe the next morning. Once in 
particular, ſhe reproved him for his ; 
behaviour the evening before. He 
5 entreated | pardon, but ſued in vain, 
; She declared ſhe would never ſee 
bim more, unleſs he told her his _— 
wy Teal intentions towards her, Thus. 
4k 208 dloſely 
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cloſely preſſed he knew not what 


to anſwer, for he found he had no 


ſimple perſon to deal with, though 


he did not think her ſo artful as 


| ſhe really was. 


My dear Clin, faid * at p 
can you but for a moment doubt 
my intentions? If you will con- 
ſent to a private marriage, 1 will 
make you mine inſtantly; but if 


you want a public one, I have ſeve- 
ral affairs to ſettle, which renders 


it OO for me to take home 


Well, but ho is to "Bos privy to 
this marriage? 


Wbat a queſtion, my an 851 


one but ourſelves and the parka 5 
be ſure. 


64 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
And pray why not Sir Charles, 
or at leaſt my mother? 


And why not all the world, ma- 
dam? Beſides your mother would 
do nothing without conſulting Sir 
Charles; and ſo curſed ſurly is he 
grown ſince his marriage with Lady 
Harriot, that we have not been on 
good terms for ſome time. At this 
moment Sir Charles himſelf en- 
tered the room. I am afraid 70 dif ; 
2608 oe, on he. 


Ss 


©, wal M the leaſt, fir, (viewing 
himſelf in the glaſs) I was juſt go- 
ing. Good morning to you, Miſs 
Harley your ſervant, Sir Charles. 
As ſoon as George withdrew, Guild- 
ford drew a chair, and ſat down by 5 
his couſin. 


ws +. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Woodford is often here 
methinks, Clark. rd el. 
4896 +174 

- Why, yes, * think & es,, = 
Charles. | q ieee 


5 a 4 
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Well, 5 I REY 3 was hat! 


| here often gil ace 


f 


And pray why not 5 


40 ” % 


ASE 


- ho are no 8 th \ the At- 
5 lute character Woodford now bears; 


and to tell you the truth, I don't 
like your ſo often —_ ſeen in his. 
mare 4 Fin io 15:34 

Then why b fir, did you 
ever introduce him how: ? 
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When 1 brought him here, ma- 
dam, I conſidered him as one of 


the deareſt friends I had. I knew 


he had many follies, but I never 
could have thought he would have 
ſo many vices. You know the 
Melvill family has diſcarded him; 
you likewiſe know the affair of 


Miſs: Freemore, which has cauſed 


ſo much converſation $' and do you, 
Clara, likewife wiſh to be talked 


of? But give me leave to put a 


final end to fuchlike diſcourſe for 
the future, by defiring you from 


this hour to break off all connec- 


tion with him, both for your own 
honour, -and that of your family, 

I am as tenacious of my honour 
and that of my family as you can 
5 * do not ſee auy occaſion to 

forbid 


— 
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forbid Mr. Woodford the houſe, 
if he ks inclined 0 viſit 1 A 


1 onee e Miſs Hathey; 
my advice would be taken without 


applying to a ſu perior power. 


Your e ſir, where it dow? e 
immediately concern my intereſt, 


I I ſhall be glad to follow but not 


your command. Sir Charles find» 
ing he could do nothing with his 
couſin, waited for Mrs. Harley, 


who was out, and begged the would 
forbid the ſervants to admit Wood- 


diately conſented, knowing her 
nephew had ſufficient reaſon, or he 
would hot have deſired ſuch a 
breach of politeneſs ; and directly 


gave orders to her ſervant to be de- 
nied 


(| 
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nied when George called again. 
Accordingly when he came in the 


evening, he was told neither Mrs. 
or Miſs Harley were at home; but 


as he had ſome ſuſpicion of the 
truth, he, by the help of a crown, 


found they were denied. He, how- 
ever, thought it moſt prudent to go 
home, and write to Clara for an ex- 


planation: but meeting with ſome 
of his looſe companions in the way, 


he was eaſily prevailed on to go 


with them, nor was he home till 


ſix i in the A 


. ex he” * E 5 © 


Clara had bolnd n rap, and was 
amazed he did not come in. At 
laſt ſhe ſaid to Mrs. Harley, who 
could that be at the door ? 


5 494) penn 
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Perhaps, my dear, it was Mr. 
Woodford, whom 1 1 ordered 
not to be admitted. D 5: 


And 1 bor what, mama? 
Becauſe br * kn it; 
py” I am ſure if there were not 
particular reaſons, he would not 
have made ſuch a requeſt. Beſides 
Mr. Woodford has made too much 
noiſe in the world lately to be ſeen 
with us. You would not have 
thought of that, madam, if Sir 
Charles had not put it in your 
head. Indeed I ſhould, child, aud 
intended ſpeaking to Guildford 
about him, as I did not at all ap- 
prove his ſo often coming when I 
Was out. No more was faid ;: and 
as the . fooliſh, ſelf-· ſufficient Clara 
Ss thought - - 
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* 


thought nothing could be wrong, 
ſhe determined to write to him.— 


She did ſo, and informed him of 


the cruel prohibition ſhe had re- 


ceived, never to ſee him more; and 
concluded with hinting, if he would 


contrive a meeting, ſhe would not 


refuſe him one. This letter ſhe 
the next morning ſent by a porter 
to his houſe, and was preſented to 
him on his riſing. He was in rap- 


tures with the contents, as he now 


made no doũbt of her being a wil - 
ling victim to his licentious paſſion. 


He immediately ſat down and an- 


ſwered her billet in the moſt paſ- 
ſionate ſtrain; ; he raved at Sir 


Charles, and ſwore he would have 
revenge; and concluded with de- 


s hat to come ta his houſe that 
$3 5 54 CEL 1 L of xt evening, 
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evening, where ſhe rolght —_— 


on his honour, 


He diſpatched bis 3 with 


this with orders to wait her com- 


ing out, and then to deliver it. 


This was done, and miſs deter- 


mined to go. George dined at home, 


and ordered himſelf to be denied to 


every one till the lady came. At 


ſeven ſhe arrived; he received her 
with great gallantry, and gave 
her a molt cordial welcome to his 
* houſe, aſſuring her every thing was 

at her diſpoſal in it. Theſe words 
alarmed her, as well as the very 
warm reception ſhe received ; but 
as ſhe knew ſhe was in his power, 


ſhe ſtrove to turn it into raillery; 


but he ſoon gave her room to think 


- herſelf in the utmoſt danger, and 


the 


72 GEORGE WOODYORD AND | 
the conſequence would have been 
_ doubtful, had not Sir Charles 
Guildford, who had watched her, 
at the moment ruſhed into the 
room. Villain, (cried he as he 
entered) is this your boaſted friend- 
hip! And you, unhappy vain girl! 
is this the return for all mine to- 
wards you! But come and hide 
your ſhame in a tender mother's 
arms, who has ill-deſerved this of 
"op: 'You, fir, ſhall bear from 


; 0 He took the Hail of Clara, who 
was bathed in tears, and led her 
to his coach, leaving our hero over- 
whelmed with ſhame for a few, mo- 
ments; but burgundy ſoon got the 
better of remorſe, and he only curſt 
a * | 

Sir 
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Sir Charles, haying ſeen his cou- 
fin to her afflicted parent, feine 
to his lady, who intreated him n 
to endanger his life by fighting 
Woodford.” Soon after this Mrs, 
Harley herſelf came, to whom FT 
Clara had related the whole affair, 
which Mrs. Harley having. told 
to them, begged Sir Charles would 
not endanger his life on their ac- 
counts, as they would go into the 
country, when they hoped ' the 
affair would ſoon be | huſhed up. 
Guildford aſſured them he would 
avoid bloodſhed, if poſſible, but 
he muſt. go to Bruton-ſtreet the 
next morning. This he did, but 
on ſending up his name, received 
the following: lines * em 


nr 


To; 

" 1 0 7 
| 1 i Y Can: 
"* 5 4 142 N 7 5 "ts 3 


| greatly injured, Suppoſing you have 


2 o ee" enten AND 


i 

1 Cannot 0 you, Guildford ; but * 

if you ſeek for revenge, though 

I will  Glemoly ſwear Miſs Harley 
has received no injury from me, 
Tam ready. to give you ſatisfaction | 

at any time or place you pleaſe to 


eint. 


Sir Charles read this note, and 
returned home, when he took pen, 
ink and paper, and wrote the fol- 
ing _ 1 Fi. 


"i ha ; 
= & * % 1 
. v 1 1 


WII. Wy Mr. Words; 
may you be aſhamed to ſee a 
man, whom, as a friend, you have 


not 
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not hurt the honour of my unthink- 
ing couſin, you have ruined her repu- 
tation for ever. When I introduced 
you to Mrs. Harley, I had ſuch a 
high opinion of you, that had I had 
a ſiſter, nay half a dozen, I ſhould 
have wiſhed you to have been ac- 
quainted with them all. Did I not 
even preſent you to my dear Har. 
riot, though, as I had told yu 
before, I ſhould not haue done that, 
had I not thought your affections 
engaged to one of the moſt amiable 
of her ſex. O, George l what will 
| be your 1 feelings ſome ments 
hence, wken, on a retroſpect, you 
think of the many friends you had: 
and now have not one left! Let 
me again repeat, what will be your 
feelings! The Melvills, whom 
you ought to have looked on as ſe- 


at 76 | /©ZORGB WOODFORD AND | 
cond parents; the lovely Emma 
alſo (not ſpeaking of ſelf). Oh, 
"Woodford ! methinks it will al- 


moſt turn your brain. Turn, turn; 


before it is too late. Remember 
your honoured father's precepts and 
be wiſe. You who were the de- 

light, in ſpite of all your failings, 
of {9 many famillies, are now de- 
ſpiſed and ſhunned: Let me again 
intreat: vou to conſider, that the 
few who now court your com- 
pauy will ſoon forſake you, when 
they hear the real ſtate of your af- 
fairs. Duelling you know my 


ſentiments on; but as L imagine 8 


there are things in this letter you 
may not altogether like, I am ready 
to give you any ſatisfaction you 
may require; but if you had rather 


wm add bio to your other vices, 
7110 | 1 all 
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1 ſhall ſeek no further revenge, as 
your conſcience, in due time, will 

be its own ſcourge. From hence- - 

forth all friendſhip ends between 
us, unleſs indeed you mend ; but 

as I fear that day is far diſtant, I 

ſhall adviſe you to forget, as I ſhall, 

120 ever knew a 


CHARLES GUILDFORD. 


Sir Charles, when he had ſealed - 
this affecting letter, as I imagine 
moſt of my readers will think it, 
ſent it by a ſervant, with orders 
to wait for an anfwer ; but word 
was ſoon ſent dowu, it required 
none. This was great comfort to 
poor Lady Harriot, who dreaded 
the event. Guildford now went 

Wer. II. 


78 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
> to Mrs. Harley, with an offer of 
alittle villa he had about ten miles 
from London, where ſhe might re- 
tire with her daughter, till the talk 
of the town was a little over. This 
ſhe gladly accepted, and the next 
morning both Mrs. Harley and 
miſs ſet off for Croyden in Surry. 
Clara was much hurt, and ſeverely 
mortified at the failure of her 
ſchemes. 


Mr. | Woodford; in the mean- 
time, went on in his uſual courſe. 
He had flightly peruſed the con- 
tents of Sir Charles's letter, and 
put it into his pocket: book, pro- 
miſing it greater attention another 
time. Three weeks after this, on 
his return from a little excurſion : 
to. OO: he found his houſe 
Ye | crowded 
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"Lady EMMA MELVILL. 79 
crowded with bailiffs, who imme- 
diately ſeized on him. Now it 
was he felt the horrors of his ſitua- 
tion—a priſoner in his own houſe, 
with not a friend or a guinea ro 
aſſiſt him. For two or three hours 
he was' quite ſtupiſied; but at 
length. rouſing himſelf, he ſent for 
his lawyer, who ſoon procured him 
a ſon of Iſrael, to whom he mort- 
gaged his eſtate, which, enabled 
him to pay off his debts, with the 
paltry ſum of two Hühcres and fifty. 
pounds, which was all he could 
reſerve for himſelf, as his houſe in | 

Hertfordſhire! and all was al 74 
VVV + T's 2 f 
Ferenc and! hüte to a Revel, 

he ſcarce knew what future plan to 
determine on for a ſubſiſtence. He 
now too well kn evils thing 
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GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
was at an end, and, for the preſent, 


took a little lodging in Holborn, 
for fear of meeting any of his for- 
mer acquaintance. 


Every thing 
was ſo quickly concluded, that 


neither the Melvill family, nor 
Sir Charles's, who were both out 
of town, heard any thing of it till 


it was too late to aſſiſt him. Sir 
Charles made the moſt diligent 
ſearch, but could not diſcover. his 
refidence.. Sir James Sedley was 
equally coucerned with Guildford, 


as either of thoſe would have aſ- 


ſiſted him in the hour of diſtreſs ; 
but they were forced to give him 
up, for he was nowhere to be 
found. 


| Many 'were the ſleepleſs 
nights that Lady Emma ſuffered. 
Her imagination at one moment 


preſented him in all the horrors of 


want, 
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want, and at another expiring with 
remorſe and ſhame. Sir Charles 
and his lady were ſcarce leſs af- 
fected, and a univerſal gloom was 
ſpread over the families of the 
Melvills, Guildfords, and N 


Thus were chey ſituated while 
our hero was conſidering on ſome 
future plan to procure a livelihood. 
He had left Holborn, thinking 
himſelf in too public a ſituation, 
and was now in a ſmall apartment, 
up two-pair-of-ſtairs, near the 
tower. He had changed his name 
to Woolmer, and paſſed for a ban- 
ker's clerk who was out of buſi- 
neſs. His landlady, who was a 
widow with a little daughter, was 
much pleaſed with her lodger, as 
he paid wel}, and was very regular. 
e The 
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The- only things he had been 


able to fave out of the wreck of 


his fortune, were the pictures of 


his father, mother, and Lady Em- 


ma; the former were ſet in gold, 
the latter ſet round with pearls, (it 


had been drawn when ſhe was 


about ſixteen) with a gold ſnuff- 


box, given him by Sir Charles 
Guildford. Theſe and his watch 


were all the valuables he poſſeſſed 


Etthoſe were memorials he could 
never think of parting with. He 
likewiſe wiſhed to keep his clothes 


and linen, as he was not yet certain 
of the fituation he might be placed 
in. Had it not been for his dying 


mother's injunctions, he would 
immediately have gone a volunteer 
to America; but that put a ſtop to 
all thoughts of the kind. He re- 


volved 


LADY EMMA MELVILL.' 84. 
volved in his mind what plan 
to purſue, but at preſent his 
thoughts were too harafled to fix 
on any. He could not brook the 
idea of ſervitude, neither did he 
know how. to get into any way of 
buſineſs, without ſome perſon to 
give him a character. At length 
he determined to ſpeak to his 
landlady : he did, and begged if 
ſhe ſhould hear of any one who 
wanted a clerk, ora perſon to keep 


books, ſhe would think of him. 
This ſhe promiſed to do, and at 
the ſame time inſiſted on his fitting 


down to dinner with her and her 
little girl, to eat a bit of mutton, 
when the following converſation 


enſued, 


# 


is 


The 


* 
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The cloth being removed, Mrs. 
Wiſely (the name of our hero's 
landlady) ſaid— pray, Mr. Wool- 
mer, may I ask the name of the 
banker you were with? This 
was rather a puzzling queſtion 
to George; but ſoon recovering 
bimſelf, I muſt beg you to excuſe 
me, madam, as the gentleman has 
been rather unfortunate; for which 
reaſon, as he is now out of the 
kingdom, I ſhould not chooſe to 


mention his name. 


585 016 ſir, 5 ho ic. foam me to de- 
ſire any ſuch thing. I am not an 
inquiſitive body, I aſſure you; but 
vou know if I enquire for a place 
for you, it will be natural for peo- 
ple to ask where you have lived, 
Ver true, anſwered he with a ſigh; 

6 but 
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but He ſtopt. But what, fir 
You ſeem uneaſy. * 


I am ſo, madam ; for I have not 
one friend to whom I ſhould chooſe 
to apply for a character; yet, by 
ſome means or other, I muſt get 


my bread. In ſhort, I have the 
misfortuns to be an and Ty | 


relatives rich. 


I underſtand Wm I underſtand 
you: many a poor body has. good 
relations, which they had been 
better without. However I will 
do all in my power to ſerve you, 
as you ſeem a good ſober ſort of 
young man, and not like moſt of 


our young blades of the preſent 7 


times. George bowed, and a friend 
coming in, would have withdrawn, 


"MF but 
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53 but Mrs. Wiſely would not let him. 
This viſiter was a young woman 
about twenty-ſix; not a bad face, 
though maſculine. Her Father 
kept a great ſlop-ſhop in Wapping, 
aud, as ſhe was the only child, had 
endeavoured to give her what he 
called a good education, which 
was a ſmattering of French, to 
i make a curtſey, and to work 
= tambour. This was the lady who 
| entered Mrs. Wiſely's parlour: ſhe 
flung herſelf into her chair, pro- 
ning ſhe was tired to . 


4 Von 3 a; 1 = way perhaps, 
madim, ſaid George. Why, no, 
Air ;, not ſuch a vaſt way neither: 
: Wapping i is not ſuch a great Way 
* from here, you know, e. 
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I really am not acquainted with 
that part of the town. 


No Lodz it i, . dalinhetfah- 
place, there 1s ſuch a an c 


I ee it was moſtly for. fea 
- faring people. | 


/ 


So it is, which makes it the more 


agreeable, only indeed: Fog trans 
a little too much. | OT 


3 Miſs Polly, is buſineſs 
brisker now than when I was laſt 
at your father's? asked Mrs. 
Wiſely. | * 
O yes, much more ſo; the war 
goes on ſo briskly, that it makes 
every thing brisk. With ſuchlike 


dic. 
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diſcourſe was our hero entertained 
till tea was over; he then took 
his leave, rather fick of his com- 
pany, though ſometimes not a 
little diverted. As ſoon as he was 
gone, Miſs Polly asked in great 
haſte, whom that ſmart young fel- 
low was. 


He is a young man who lodges 
with me ; he wants a place, and I 
have promiſed to recommend him, 
though I ſhould be ſorry to part 
with him, as he is a very ſobei; ſe- 
date young fellow. Well, I pur- 
tel, Mrs. Wiſely, you have all 
the luck of getting handſome 
lodgers:—thus did ſhe run on in 
his praiſe, While he was walking 
to the other end of the town, he 
could not help thinking of the dif- 

| | ference 
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ference of his preſent ſituation with 


his former: — received into the 
beſt companies, careſſed by the 


women, envied by the men 
| now glad to put up with the con- 
verſation of any who came in his 
way. He ſighed at the retroſpect, 
and determined, if poſſible, to ba- 
niſh thought. Looking about him, 
he found himſelf in Covent-Gar- 
den, when he reſolved to ſtep into 


the play-houſe, in hopes of giving 
a new turn to his ideas. He went 
up to the two-ſhilling gallery, and 
it being a benefit night, it was with 


difficulty he get a ſeat. = 


But here he found no reſpite ; 
his thoughts wandered to his own 
misfortunes, and he was wrapt in 
ſilent gloomineſs, though every one 


elſe 
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farce; being over, the people crowd- 


coach drove off, and then haſtened 


deſeribed, and went up to his apart- 
ment immediately, complaining of 
a head-ach, He traverſed his cham- 


* 
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elſe laughed around him. The 


ed out, and he followed. Juſt as 
he got into the paſſage, a ſervant in 
hvery puſhed by, and hullooed 
out, the Earl of Beverly's carriage! 
He ſtarted at the ſound, and had 
uſt preſence of mind to ſlip behind 
ſome more people who ſtood to 
make way, when he ſaw Lady 
Emma, led by the Marquis of Fan- 
ningford. She looked pale and 
melancholy, and not a ſmile eſcaped 
her. George gazed on her till the 


home in a ſtate of mind nat to be 


ee rod Sir Charles Guildford's 
EM oj e Ret; 
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letter; then ſtamping, his foot 
yes, Guildford, you are right; it 
does indeed almoſt turn my brain. .. 
He at length grew compoſed, and 
threw | bimſelf on the bed, but 
could not ſleep; the pale face of 
Emma preſented itſelf. | 


Oh, God! cried he, is it poſ- 
ſible ſhe can think of ſuch a wretch 
as me? I dare not cheriſh- the 
idea. In this manner did he tor- 
ment himſelf during the night, and 
in the morning found he was fe- 
veriſh, and much indiſpoſed. He, 
however, went down to breakfaſt, - . 
when his landlady took notice of 
his looks. He turned it off, ſaying 
he had a moſt cruel head-ach ; but 
before the day was over, he was 
obliged to go to bed very ill: he 

2 | Was 
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was light-headed the reſt of that day 
and the next, and raved much about 
Miſs Melvill. By this Mrs. Wiſely 
concluded he was in love, which 
- concluſion was not very wide from 
the mark. This good woman made 
bim ſome white wine whey, which 
throwing him into a perſpiration, 
he the third day found himſelf 
much. better, when he did not for- 
get to make ſuitable returns for 
Mrs. Wiſely's care. | 


He was very low for about a 
week, but at the end of that time 
was again able to walk out. He 

was always afraid of being met by 
ſome of his former acquaintance. 
He bethought himſelf of a wig, 
but then was quite at a loſs what 
to do with his hair, of which he 
* had 
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had a great quantity. -Vanity 
whiſpered it would be a pity to 
cut it off; at laſt he concluded to 


turn it all up under the wig. He 


being in the» ſtreet when this whim 
ſeized him, he immediately went 
into a peruke-maker's ſhop, and 
bought one and put it on, as he 
wiſhed to ſee if it made any mate- 
rial alteration.. 'This he was ſoon 


convinced of, for on Mrs. Wilely's 


opening the door, ſhe ſtared, and 
for ſome time could not recolle& 
him. He laughed heartily, and 


was inwardly pleaſed. She asked 


him why he had taken that whim. 


1 am ſure, added ſhe, it is a pity to 


hide your hair. 


But 1 t think my own hair 
h with me. 


well, ; 


„ FE. 


* 
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Well, then you muſt cut it off; : 


you won't wear that and a Wig 
too; will you ? 


No, anſwered he 8 but 
I want to ſee firſt how I like it. Go 
to, go to ; you are a whimſical chap, 


laid the old lady. 


93 went up to his room, 
much delighted at the ſucceſs of 
his ſcheme, but on looking in the 
glaſs, thought he was not yet diſ- 
guiſed enough; he therefore deter- 
mined to hide one of his eyes with 
a black ribbon, but how to do it 
without the deceit being diſcovered 
by Mrs. Wiſely he knew not. But 
neceſſity, I have heard ſay, is the 
mother of invention ; fo it proved 
With George, who went out that 
evening 


* 
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evening about ſeven o'clock, and 
going into a ſhop, bought ſome 
black ribbon, ſome gold- beater's ſkin, 
and ſome ſticking-plaiſter. He was 
now as much. at a loſs how to get 
it on, but recollecting he had heard 
the child ſay her mother was going 
out the following evening, he re- 
ſolved to ſtay till then, when he 
could eaſily impoſe on the ſervant 
girl, wha was a mere ſimpleton. 
Impatiently did he wait till the 
next day, which being come, he 
went out early, ſaying he ſhould 
not return till night. About ſeven 
in the evening he went home, with 
aà handkerchief bound all round his 
head, and over one eye, and knock- 
ing at the door, asked the girl if her 
miſtreſs was come home. She told 
him, no; at the ſame time crying, 
4 for 
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for God's ſake what's the matter, 
fir !, Why, child, I have had a fall, 


and believe have almoſt cut my eye 
out. I was in hopes Mrs. Wiſely 


was come in, but as ſhe is not, 
I muſt go to a ſurgeon, but will 
firſt ſtep up ſtairs ; the girl offered 


to aſſiſt him, but he told her no, 


he needed none, and hurried up 


to his room, where, faſtening the 


door, he began his work. Firſt he 
put a large piece of gold-beaters 


kin, then ſome ſticking plaiſter, 
and laſt of all the ribbon, which he 
bound tight round his head, under 


his wig. This being done, he 
again put the handkerchief on, and 


went down, telling the girl he 
would go to a ſurgeon whom he 
knew at the other end of the town. 

He 3 his time at a coffee-houſe 


till 
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till ten o'clock, when he again re- 
turned, when Mrs. Wiſely run out 
to meet him, having heard of his 
miſchance by the girl. Good Lord, 
(cried the good woman) what a 
ſight ! George made a woebegone - 
countenance, though never more 
inclined to laugh ſince he had 
known her. I have had a terrible 
accident indeed, madam; as I was 
going along Snow-hill, my foot 
ſlipt, and 1 fell and cut my eye in 
a moſt ſhocking manner. I came 
home, having bound it up, that 
you ſhould ſee it; but you not hap- 
pening to be in the way, and the 
neceflity being very great, I went 
to a friend of mine, who aſſures me 
if 1 let it alone it will ſoon be 


Well, 
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Well, for my part, never did I 
ſee ſuch an alteration! no one 
would know you for the ſame : 
- what with the wig, and what with 

the patch, you are quite a different 
perſon. Our hero could have hug- 
ged her for this information. And 
ſo, my dear Mrs. Wiſely, (ſaid he 
laughing) you hardly know me? 
No, upon my word; however I am 
glad to ſee you ſo merry: few with 
ſuch a pair of eyes as you are poſ- 
ſeſſed of would be ſo unconcerned 
at the loſs of one. George bowed 
at this compliment, and ſat down 
to ſupper in a more cheerful hu- 
mour than ſhe had ever ſeen him, 
though he did not forget to ſome: 
times cry, O!] as if he felt great 
pain. He could not help laughing, 
whenever he vicwed his face in tlie 

1 glaſs, 
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laſs, to ſee what a ridiculous fi- 
gure he cut; but he found the 
convenience, for he often in his 
perambulations met ſome of his 
former acquaintance, who paſſed 
on without recollecting him. 


He one e day venttlte to Caven- 
diſh-ſquare, that he might once 
more feaſt his eyes on his dear Em- 
ma, if ſhe ſhould chance to be at 
the window. This he was ſucceſs. 
ful in, for ſhe was looking out of 
her dreſſing- room. He gazed on 
her. with delight for ſome mo- 
ments; ſhe ſeemed wrapt 
thought, and paid very little atten- 
tion to the various objects paſſi ing. 
He was juſt thinking of returning, 
when he ſaw Sir Charles Guild- 
ford on the 7 fide of the 
ſquare, 


100 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 


ſquare. This made him turn down 
the firſt ſtreet, and to rather fly 
than walk till he knew himſelf 
quite out of reach. He was the 
more alarmed as he ſaw Sir Charles's 
eyes were fixed on him. This was 
the truth, for Guildford had ſeen 
a perſon ſtanding, as he came along, 
facing Lady Emma's window ; the 
figure was George's, but could not 


ſee his face, For this purpoſe he 


was hurrying towards him, when, 
of a ſudden, he turned down the 
next ſtreet, and was out of fight in 


an inſtant, though he purſued | him 


as + faſt as poſſible, 


| He returned to the {quare, as he 

had ſeen two ſervants at a door 
near which this man ſtood, and 

determined to ask them a deſcription . 
| a” 


— 
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of him; but he thought they had 
cleared up all doubt, by telling him 
he ſeemed an elderly man, with a 
wig, and a black patch over one 

eye; this intelligence ſatisfied Sir 
| pe and * walked away. 


Our n now dene be had 
had a narrow eſcape, and reſolved 


to be more circumſpect for the fu- 
ture. As ſoon as he reached home, 
he was met by Mrs. Wiſely, who 
told him ſhe hoped ſhe had heard 
of a place that would ſuit him. 
This greatly pleaſed George, who 
was not only tired of an inactive 
life, but alarmed for his money, 
which ran very faſt. They Hin 
wok Mrs, N iſely chin Ps! 


a \ 
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You muſt know, Mr. Woolmer, 
T have a relation, a very eminent 
mercer in Cheapſide. Now, he don't 


] 1 take a great deal of notice of me, | 

WA becauſe, forſooth, IJ happened to be | 

W-\ a little worſe in the world than he; 

| bk howſomever he now and then calls, 

| which he did this morning, and 

; | very ſorry was I you were out. He 

1 asked me, among other queſtions, 

what lodgers I had. I told him | 
none but one young man who 


wanted a place. He directly asked 
what n 45 were fit for. 


Why, returned T, he would be 
glad of a clerk's place, to keep ; 
books, or in ſhort, any thing a lit- 1 
title genteel; for I aflure you, he 1 
Y ſeems to have known better days, | 
9 and, 


neſt a young fellow as ever lived,” q 


— APPS — 
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and, 1 believe, is as ſober and ho- 


+ So; 37.4 
_ - 


Well, eee he; you " him ; 
fo good a character that I am al- 
moſt tempted to take him myſelf, 
if I can depend on his honeſty, for 
by your account he has none to 
ſpeak for him but you. 1 again 


ſpoke much in your favour. Here 


George was going to return her 
thanks for her kindneſs, but ſhe 
ſtopped him.— Stay till 1 have 
done. I likewiſe added, vou had 
faid you had friends, and 1 ſuppoſed 
you could apply, if there was ne- 
ceſſity, for a character from ſome 
of them. He ſaid he believed 
there would be no occaſion; that 
he would ſee you, and if each liked 
© the other, he would engage you 

F 2 imme- 
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immediately, to ſuperintend his 

books and buſineſs, as he being in 

years, found it rather too much; and 

now how do you like my ſcheme ? 

O, madam, I cannot expreſs my 

_ gratitude! excuſe me, for I cannot 

þ find words. Mrs. Wiſely inter- 

4 rupted him with ſaying, all the re- 
turn ſhe defired was to fee him 

now and then. This he faithfully 
promiſed, and then asked when he | 
was to ſee the gentleman. Why, 


*. 
... be 


he has promiſed to drink tea with 
| me this afternoon. I told him of 
your misfortune, but at the ſame i 
I mentioned not a word about your |} 
____ wrig,, as I muſt inſiſt on your leav- f 


ing that off. Indulge me, dear 
madam; I have particular reaſons 
1 which make chat ee 4 
one 
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one day or other, as a return for 
all: your kindneſs, you! tat Know 
ny reaſons.” " * 

Von ate a Wan man z 
but reſolve me one queſtion :— Is 
not your of likewiſe a deceit ? 


* w 
> a t 


Oh! Mani Wiſely, will you 
not think, when 1 tell you it is, 
that I have done ſomething villain. 


ous ? but if you will extend your 


charity, and believe me innocent of 
any guilt, but towards myſelf, von 
will one day or other, 1 dene have 
no occaſion to repent it; nor mall 
it be many months longer before 
you ſhall know every incident of 


my life. Well, well, 1 muſt be- 


lieve you, and will have patience 


| @ rare virtue in a woman) till you 


I "57 OR 
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can inform me of your hiſtory, but 
© as we ſeem grave let us turn the 
Fo: diſcourſe. You don't know the 


if | name of this maſter of yours, that 

wa 7; - EONS £ MG 
5 is to be. George ſmiled, and ſaid 
1 | He would thank her to inform him. 
[| \ 

f 


0 His name is Freeport; he is 

a widower, with one daughter, 

whom he is very fond of, and who 

is quite the fine lady. She is tole- 

[ap rably pretty, and not ill-natured, 

3 where ſhe takes a fancy, but in 15 
general proud and fantaſtical. 

prentice, two maids and a ee 

man, form at preſent the whole of 

their family. Miſs Freeport has 


* 


= * 
— res Soon rea 


many admirers; but whether there fl 
1 is a favoured. one among them 1 
| know not. Now, were it not for 
5 that black Pen; and wig, you 
FS. ” 5 Pt might 


regs * 2954 # tf M 4 8 2 * 15 * 
33 N £ . 


+. 
* 
* n 
0 
Þ 
: 


— 


LADY” EMMA MELVILL. 107 


might ſtand a fair chance. I can't 


have the vanity to ſuppoſe there 


would be the danger you' fpeak of; 
but as a proof of my confidence, 
J will ſhew you a picture which 
for ever puts a bar to another love ! 
He then produced his Emma's por- 


trait, at which Mrs. Wiſely ex- 
preſſed a great deal of pleaſure, and 
declared it was the ſweeteſt face 
(without being the handſomeſt) 
ſhe had ever ſeen; ſhe likewiſe bid 
him have a good heart, as there 
was ſo great a likeneſs between 
them, ſhe had no doubt of their 


coming together. "Voodford ſhook 


his head, fighed, and replaced the 
picture in his boſom. Soon after 
this Mr. Freeport entered, and was 
immediately prejudiced -in favour 


of our hero. Every thing was 


F 4 agreed 


* 
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agreed on to their mutual ſatisfac- 


tion, and George promiſed to take 
up his abode in Cheapſide the fol- 
lowing evening; this he ſpent with 
Mrs. Wiſely (the old gentleman 
ſoon after taking his leave) till a 
late hour, and there was a mu- 


tual regret on both ſides when they 
thought of parting. At length the 


time arrived, and George ſtepped 
into a hackney- coach, with his 
trunks, having promiſed his land- 
lady to. call in two or three days 
to o let her know how be went on. 
As the coach was 8 
he thought of the various circum- 
ſtances of his life. He that had 
but a few weeks before, ſervants, 
carriage, every thing at his com- 
mand, was now in a manner re- 
| duced 


[2 
> 
5 
9 
$, 
' 
f © 
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duced to ſervitude. himſelf. Vet, 
whom have I to blame? I had al- 
ways good adviſers from my child- 
hood; even when I loſt my parents, 
I had thoſe who would have been 
ſubſtitutes for them, would I have 
liſtened to their admouitions l vet 
could I ever have known the true 
value of life, if 1 had not been 
thus reduced? I fear not. In ͤſhort, 
I have been like a froward child, 
bent on its on undoing, and a8 


Sir Charles juſtly ſaid in his letter, 


my conſcience is now my ſcourge. 


The coach now-fopped at Mr. 
Freeport's. Tt being eight o'clock, 
the ſhop was ſhut: up; he got out, 
and having helped but his trunks, 
was uſherd inte the parlour, where 
Mr. Freeport and his daughter 
C 


36 Fd 


Gs 
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„were. The old gentleman, received 
him very cordially, and taking his 
hand turned, to Miſs Freeport— 

this, my dear, is the young gentle- 

man who, I hope, will -eaſe your 

5 old father of ſome of the fatigues of 

bdbuſineſs. George bowed, which 
the: returned with a light inclina- 
tion of her head, without deigning 
to riſe. They now (that is Mr. 

Freeport and George) entered into 

converſation, in which the former 

was much pleaſed to find the latter 
very entertaining. 


þ , 
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Mis had now Wil to obſerve 
our hero, and could not help think- 
ing, from the appearance of his 
Altgnt eye, that it was a pity his left 
+ 4 ſhould be hid. His other features, 
= which were remarkably regular and 


* . : 
y "of good | 
> : i 
| 

| 8 | 

| . 
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good, ſhe could not fail to admirez 
and concluded, that fetting aſide his 
great wig and patch, he muſt be 
very handſome. Theſe were her 
comments on our hero, while the 
following were his obſervations on - 
her. He ſaw ſhe had apretty face, 
though a very unmeaning one; 
was of a middle ſtature, but 
very clumſily made. He found ſhe 
had a great deal of pride; and in 
ſhort, had none of that eafe ſo con- 
ſpicuous in a woman brought up 
at tlie court end of the town. She 
ſaid but little, but what ſhe did 
ſhewed her n — 
wy. lake CV Motor ee 

det being o over, he: was ſcion 
his room by the man, which he 
4 found neat and n ; and 


Tir where 
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where he enjoyed a better repoſe 
than he had for ſome nights be- 
fore. Perhaps this might beowing 

to three glaſſes of wine he had 
_ drank after ſupper—an indulgence 
he had ſeldom allowed ant fince 
his misfortunes. THR. 


, . the next morning e 
on his buſineſs, with an alacrity 
which greatly pleaſed Mr. Free- 
port ; and he ſoon found that his 
affairs were as well tranſacted by 
_ George-as ever they were by him- 
felf. Mr. Freeport was a very juſt, 
good kind of man, and knew when 
he was uſed well. When be had 
once taken a perſon into favour, it 
was no eaſy matter to put him out; 
to thoſe he was generous, though 
i pans: He had amaſſed a 


_ tole- 
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talerable fortune, but as he prefer- 

red an active life, he ſtill kept on 

bufineſs, and with the more con- 

venience, now he had ſo 1 an 
aſſiſtant. 


Our hero had been about a month 
in bis new ſituation, when one 
morning at breakfaſt, Mr. Freeport, 
who was reading the news- paper, 


ar the: Writ men 
aloud. 


n Tela bbee Earl of 

Beverly's family ſet off for Briſtol, 
for the recovery of Lady Emma 
Melvill, who is ſuppaſed to __ mm 
a "RAS E u 51 Rt 


Gongs, 505 bad juſt 3 up 
his es, was ſcarce able to hold his 


* vi. 25 . 
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cup, while Mr. Freeport ſaid—— 


do you know Mr. Woolmer ?' To 
the latter's great relief, Miſs Free- 
port anſwered—is it not, papa, the 
Mr. Melvill of Hertfordſhire, who 


is lately come to that title? Ay, 


ay, true, ſo it is, my dear; they 
uſed to lay out ſome money here, 
but we have not ſeen them lately. 
He again took up the news-paper, 

and no more was ſaid on the fub. 
ject; but Woodford had enough 
to think of the ill-health of his 
Emma; it ſpread a gloom over his 
features which he was unable to 


diſfipate. Beſide this, he thought 


of the risk he ran, as they might 
happen to come in while he Was in 
j 2 Uo 


— 


Theſe 
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Theſe: thoughts occupied his 
mind and made him (tho' he did 
not neglect his buſineſs) exceeding- 
ly dull and low. This did not 


eſcape the notice of Mr. Freeport, 


who kindly enquired into the _ 
but to no Inn We a 

Trade being rather gack, he in- 
ſiſted on Mr. Woolmer's going to his 
little villa at Hann for a few 
days. 


This George refuſed, but as the 
old gentleman inſiſted on it, he 
complyed. He ſoon found the be- 
nefit, and both his looks and ſpirits 
were reſtored. He viſited about 
with, Miſs Freeport, and found a 
good reception - wherever he went. 
8 had frequent Balls, and 

ee 
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George as uſual: always acquitted 
himſelf the beſt; as he was now 
| conſtantly with Miſs Freeport, | 
ſhe diſcovered twenty agremens ſhe 
had not perceived before. He in- 
deed now took more pains to render 
himſelf both agreeable and ſervice- 
able to her, not from any intereſted 
view, but merely to endeavour at 
repaying the obligation he owed her 
father. She was a very bad pro- 
ficient in muſic, and he being a 
remarkable good one, he offered to 
inſtruct her, and the ſoon found 
improvement from her new maſter. 
Drawing likewiſe, he gave her ſome 
ſketches of, which ſhe copied, and 
he found her in every thing ſhe un- 
dertook, a much apter ſcho}larthan 
he had at firſt immagined. She in 
the mean time diſcovered that ſhe | 
| | had 
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had need of her whole ſtock of pride 
to withſtand the various attractions 
diſplay'd byour hero. Her fatherwas 
quite delighted at; the improvement 
ſhe made, and kept his young friend 
as he always call'd him, a month 
| inſtead of a week, and when buſineſs 
called him to town, his departure 
Was: 3 ee on all N | 


* 


NM. n deſired Pi Fry 
ſpend. his Sundays with them, for 
the convenience of which, he 
always ſent his horſe to town on 
the Saturday, to convey Woolmer 
the next morning. — As he was one | 
day juſt returned from Hampſtead, 
ſitting in the ſhop, acarriage ſtopped, 
an 1 * got out he N -»j 
azeaded her commands, . the 

deſtred 


* 
* 


* certain it is with a mind ſtrong- 
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deſired to ſee ſome black luteſtring ; 


| the bought a piece, and ordered it 


to be ſent to Sir Robert Finley's in 
Pall-mall. He recollected it was 
the young lady he had once ſeen at 
Mr. Melvill's. As he was handing | 

her to the coach, the marquis of 


Fanningford paſſed, and immediate- 
-ly.ſtopped to ſpeak to Miſs Finley. 


When ſhe among other queſtions 


asked him if he had heard from 


Briſtol. - He anſwered with a ſigh, 


he had, and that 0 Emma was 
| Sen better. 


| This was a a the heart of 
George, tho' he did not altogether 


like the notice the marquis ſeemed 
to obſerve him with: the coach drew 


off, and Fanningford walked away; 


ly 
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ly impreſſed he had ſomewhere ſeen 
George, not that he ſo well recol- 
lected his face, as his voice and 
TO een 888 


Wood "ry took varticul} % care 
not to be ſeen in the ſhop any 
more that day, as he feared a dif- 
covery from his rival. On the 

following Mr. Freeport and his 
daughter came to town,  mifs 
being to go to a city ball, where 
Woolmer was to attend her. On 
this account George retired to dreſs. 
about three o'clock, as they dined 
at four, and Mr. Fran remained 
in the N 


| 1 the 5 the marquis came 
in and deſired to ſee ſome ſilk, he 
looked around for the ſame perſon 

whom 


| 420 GEORGE »WOOGDFORD, AND 
whom he had ſeen the day before, 
but was diſappointed, - and was 
forced to quit the houſe without his 
curioſity being ſatisfied. He did 
not chuſe to ask any queſtions of 
Mr. Freeport, tho? if he had, it is 
more than probable his anſwers 
would have ſtrengthened him in his 
ſuſpicions. As it was, he gave up 
the thought of the young man 
whom he bad ſeen the day before 
being Woodford, and the next ar 
| ſet off for ai 


i ihe Mirgias no 1ooger expected 
Lady Emma for a wife; he found 
her heart was more George s now 
than ever, yet he ſtil loved her, 
put was endeavouring to place his 
affections on Miſs Haverford, who 
| " 72 (ſpite of the little vanity 
ä which 
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which he poſſeſed), ſhewed great 
regard for him. For this purpoſe 


was his preſent journey to Briſtol, 
where that young Lady was with 


the Beverly Family. Emma Had 
likewiſe diſcovered the ſecret, which 
he had fo ſtudiouſſy dhdeavoured to 


hide, and did all in her power to 


promote the match. Her lady- 
ſhip's health had been for ſome 


time in a very bad way, and the 
uncertain fate of George rendered 
her miſerable, could the have been 


aſſured of his being well and happy, 
ſhe would have endeavoured to have 


been more contented; but the un- 


certainty of that, as none of his 
ſriends could get the leaſt intelh- 


gence of him, made her fear the 


worſt conſequences. She knew he 


had been brought up to no manner 
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| of bulineſs, and ſhe likewiſe knew 
the chance of the e wes denied 


- 
7 | 
| him 
4 | 5.6 
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Theſe thoughts at length effected 
her health, and a conſumption was 
dreaded by all her friends, but an 

f eminent phyſician being called in, 

| 1 ſoon reſtored her. He then ſent 
38 her to Briſtol, whoſe ſalutary 
4 waters, together with her own 

1 | exertions, ſoon rendered her once 

| more the blooming Lady Emma 

FF Melvill. Many were the offers the 

1 earl received, but they were im- 

maeediately rejected, as the obtained a 

ö promiſe from her parents, to let 

_ | her lead a Sage life. 


This being ite, mne affured 


them ſhe would endeavour to re- 
gain 


* 
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gain her former cheerfulneſs; which 


endeavour they had the pleaſure: to 


perceive ſhe put in ee * 
ſueceſa. 


bn The Earl of Beverly had writ- 
ten to the Marquis of Fanningford 
to inform him of his daughter's 


amendment, and likewiſe of her 


reſolution, this reſolution it was 
that occaſioned the ſigh that eſcaped 
him, when Miſs Finley enquired 
after the health of Lady Emma. 
Notwithſtanding this friendly 
warning from the earl, he could 
not help being ſtruck with her 
ladyſhip, as ſince he had known 
her, ſhe had never looked ſo well, 
but he exerted all his philoſophy 


and paid all his attention to Miſs 


Haverford alone, 
| Sir 


+» ar 
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Sir Charles Guildford, Lady Har- 
riot, with the Counteſs of Fa rmley 


were likewiſe there; as a ſincere 


friendſhip was formed by the means 
of Sir Charles between his lady 
and Lady Emma; this was very 


apreeable to both parties, more 
eſpecially to the latter, who often 


indulged herſelf by talking of the 
loſt Woodford, with Lady Harriot 
and her friend Sabina; his faults 
and his virtues were equally diſcuſ- 


ſed, and very ſeldom. was it, that 


Emma would ſuffer the latter to be 
over-ballanced by the former. 


We will now return to our hero, 
who if it had not been for a thought 


now / and then of his Emma, found 


Himſelf as contented as he's over ws 


F p $ 
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The Town being very thin, and he 
being frequently at Hampſtead, he 
was tempted to leave off his wig, 
which made ſuch an improvement, 
that 'every one took notice of 1t.— 
To deny this raiſed his vanity might 

perhaps be a falſity, for as fortune 
| ſmiled on him, this foible increaſed 
nor is it much to be wondered at, 
for every one, rich and poor, — 
his praiſe, the former for his gbo 
humour, politeneſs, and *convivi« 

ality, which he always diſplayed 
when in company; the latter for his 
bounty, as they were continually 
receiving ſome charity from him, at 
leaſt what his income allowed, 
which was not very trifling,” as his 
ſalary v was "ample from Mr. Free- 
port. D Ti iid ,, 14; 
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Time glided quickly and plea- 


ſantly away, when the November 
month called them to town to at- 
tend buſineſs. 


This was not much regretted by 
Miſs Freeport, as ſhe could enjoy 


the company of Mr. Woolmer in 
town, with leſs interruption than 
in the country, as ſhe had by being 


Þ much, with him, loſt her heart 


before ſhe was aware of it. 


George could. not be blind to 
this, but, ſcarce to be believed, he 
was, ſorry for it. He feared the 
conſequence, for if his heart had 
not been already engaged, Miſs 
Freeport would have been the laſt 
woman he would have choſen for a 


Wife. 5 
* - — 


He 
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He determined when he got to 
town, to apply himſelf ſtudiouſly 

to buſineſs, as by that means he 

might avoid any private tete-a-tete 
with her, at leaſt ſo often; but 
as he in a manner had become her 
maſter, he found this impoſſible, 
as he not only had greatly improved 
her in mufic, and drawing, but had 

lately begun teaching her Italian, 
which he himſelf had not been ſen: 
fible before he was ſuch a proficient 
in. This endeared him to the old 
gentleman fo much, that in his 


licity than to ſee Mr. Woslner his 
fon, tho' he at the ſame time felt 
a little check at ſeeing the indiffe- 
rence his young friend always ew 


ed when he ſpoke of his daughter. 
| G2 Certain 
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Certain i it is that miſs received great 
improvement from George, for by 
5 being fo. conſtantly a witneſs to the 
ſweetneſs of his diſpoſſition, (for 
they had never ſeen him out of 
temper fince they had known him) 
greatly amended her's, and ſhe by 
degrees left off that oſtentatious 
pride that had been viſible to every 
one before ſhe knew him, . 


Woodford being now a good deal 
an the ſhop, grew fearful of being 
diſcovered, and "blamed himſelf 

very much in leaving off his wig, 
which he knew not how to reſume. 
without aſſigning ſome proper rea- 
ſon to the Freeports. This he im- 
| parted to Mrs. Wiſely, whom tho' I 
have for ſome time neglected, our 
| TE, He 
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| hero did not. He often went to 
ſee her, and told her moſt of the 
occurences which paſſed ;* to her 
therefore he imparted the grievance 
of his wig. She at firſt nughed'at 
him, but at laſt finding him ſerioW9, 


the adviſed him to again put it on, 


and if a reaſon was asked, to tell 


them what he had told her. This 


advice he determined to follow, and 
the next morning f at _ 
faſt with his wig. 


3 


Mrs Freeport thot the 3 


at this ſudden whim, forbore to 
ask any queſtions, and Mr. Free- 


port either did not or would not 


perceive it. 


Thus did George eſcape the in- | 


W terrogation he at all times dreaded. 
G 3 True 
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True it is, that Mr. Freeport's 
curioſity was highly raiſed, yet 
there was a ſomething in Wood- 


ford's appearance, that created even 


an awe in thoſe he was dependant 
Ons. 2 5 | | : 


His education and the caſe of his 


carriage convinced Mr. Freeport 


that he had been brought up a 


gentleman, and he ſometimes even 
thought of the real cauſe, that his 
extravagance had reduced him to 
what he was; then again he won- 
dered ſo fine a young man ſhould 


prefer the line of life he was at 
-preſent in, to going into the army. 


Often and often has he ſuppoſed 
many different things, and rejected 
them again. At length he deter- 


*. ſome 


mined to wait with patience, till 
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ſome accident brought it out; 
which accident, to this old gentle- 
man's border was not far off. = 


Miſs Freeport raving ſome buſi- 
neſs at the other end of the town, 
prevailed on Mr. Woolmer to ac- 
company her. On their return 
they ſaw a carriage at the door, but 
being in earneſt diſcourſe, George 
did not obſerve the livery, but the 
firſt object that ſtruck his fight oh 
entering the ſhop was Lady Emma 
Melvill; he was almoſt ready to fink , 
2t the rencounter, and was hurrying l 
| through the ſhop when Mr. Free- Tf 
= port ſaid be ſo good, Mr. Wool- | 
| - - mer, to ſhew this lady ſome white 
luteſtring. Our hero now tried to 
recollect himſelf, and as Mr. Free- 
Ft was talking to. Lady Emma, 
M4 who 
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who had not. once looked up, he 
hoped to eſcape her notice, and 
refolved to diſguiſe. his voice, but 
bow was he again ſtruck when he 
Found the other lady to be Miſs 
Haverford. 'twas in vain, he tried 
| to, recover himſelf, his hand ſhook 
as he,unfolded the filk, and he could 
not articulate a ſyllable. 


VM iſs Haverford had been ſtruck 
with him when he entered with 
Miſs Freeport, ſhe obferved him 
attentively as he was taking down 
the ſilk, when his tremor, without 
any other proof, would: have con- 
THOR Ty it was Wondiogd. 139 


8 at a loſs what to FR as 
ſhe dreaded the conſequence of 
alarming her friend, ſhe determin- 


ed 


\ 
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ed at that time to take no notice; 
| when ſuddenly Lady Emma utter- 
ed a faint ſcream, and had not 
George leaped over the counter in 
a moment and received her in his 
arms, ſhe would have fallen to the 
ground; he carried her into the 
parlour, and deſired Miſs Freeport 
to fetch drops and Water. 23141 
uud 
He was lmoſt-difirated- bill {he 
opened her eyes, and had forgot 
his ſituation, diſguiſe, and every 
thing. At length ſhe recovered. 
She ſaid, oh! Mr. Woodford, how 
could you ſo long hide yourfelt 
from your beſt friends !— 
George knelt at her feet, and 
preſſing her hand to his lips, cried, 
can my Emma forgive me? Then 
G 5 ſuddenly 


— — 
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ſuddenly ſtarting up, he exclamed 
with | paſſion, my Emma, did I 
ſay! no, you are Fanningford's by 
has time. 


This change reduced Emma alk 
moſt to her former condition, when 
Miſs Haverford catching hold of 
the arm of George, for he was 
hurrying out of the room, ſtay, 
Mr. Woodford, don't be ſo preci- 
pitate, the marquis is nothing to 
Lady Emma, for he is engaged 


10 — 


1 whom ? cried he haſtily 


Why, to me e then, i { you wd 
have 1 "ol 


f ö y 
To 
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To you, Miſs Haverford; than 
I am indeed happy; yet what am 
I faying, there can 'be no e 
. 


Mr. Freeport and his daughter 
were gone out of nm parlous Whets 
the above Re? 


gos „ 


Lady Emma now | Hg aich 
it is your own fault, Mr. Woodford, 
if you are” not happy ; 3 go home 
with us, and I will venture to afſure 
you of a good reception. 


George took hold of her hands, 
angelic woman, can you thus ge- 

nerouſly forgive me! but I cannot 
forgive myſelf Emma. 


. 


£Þ y 


1 
* TV 
. Fad 
2 — 


—_ 


—— — 
. 


8 va - P * a, \ . 
% ws * 0 * „ ow” 2 . „ . | | 
4 5-4 #2, * — » n . * Tas 
— — ES ate Ot I a ok 6 "+ R * : cd I I * P. Fs, 0 ö % ap 4 
bs — — n 1 WY no 1 SE COR < e F 83 78. 2 1 * ** LO wh of 4 £ e 
. . 8 . OF 2 I * * 1 - 4 x 
8 a A = —* 2 y 2 "OS #i 4 2 4 „ 
- - * p - — r I or We ED 
* a * - * 
> 2 . 
£ 5 


9 
1 
. ** 6 9 


73 


| 136 GEORGE, WOODFORD AND 


Pſha, pſha, cried Sabina, fiddle 


of your forgiveneſs, lead us to the 
A coach and eſcort us home; but for 


heaven's fake why did you make 
One ſuch a a | ? 
To prevent i my being known, but 
as I cannot think of appearing in 
Cavendiſh-ſquare in this trim, if 
you, my dear Lady Emma, will in- 
ſure me the reception you ſo kindly 


bid me hope, I will be with mop in 


Ren than an hour. 


N either of 4 ladies greatly re- 


liſhed this, and they would have 5 


perſuaded him to go with them; or 
they would wait till he was ready, 


but this he would, not hear of, aſ: 
ſuring them he would keep his 


word. 


* < « - . 
„ \ . 
2 5 | | H 
me — 
F o e 
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He now led the ladies to the 

carriage; Lady Emma having made 

an apology to the Freeports for the 
trayhle ſhe had given them. 27 


"hes the coach drove off, the had 
a 3 preſentiment ſhe ſhould 
never ſee him more, ſhe imparted 
this to her friend, who tho' ſhe 
ſtrove to comfort her, was not of a 
far different opinion. They deter- 
| mined as ſoon as they got home, 
either to ſend the earl or Lord 
Henry to him. 


| 10 this ſituation we will leave 
them and return to George. 


1 As faon as the coach drove 2 
the door, he returned into the par- 
hs where Mr. Freeport expreſſed 


ſome 
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| fome aſtoniſhment at what he bad 
juſt heard and ſeen. ae 


Excuſe, my PIR fir, any parti- 
cular detail at preſent, ſuffice it to 
fay that my real name is Woodford, 
that I am an unfortunate young 


fellow, who have run out of my 


whole eſtate by my imprudence 


and folly. I was engaged to the 


young lady you ſaw this morning ; 


but having rendered myſelf unwor- 


thy, I wiſhed to avoid her preſence 
for ever. It is not without pain, 


Mr. Freeport,. that I find myſelf 


neceſſitated to take my leave of you 
and your daughter, as I cannot be 


| longer concealed here; I muſt find 


ſome other place to hide me in. 


* z * 
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Why muſt you leave us? cried 

the old gentleman, or why would 

you fly from this young lady, who 

ſeems to have fo thorough a regard 
for vou ? 


Excuſe me, my dear fir, 1 muſt. 
be gone, farwel, Miſs Freeport ; he 
advanced toward her, the IEG 


But, my dear Mr.Woolmer, there 
are many things to ſettle before we 
part, rejoined Mr. Freeport, you 
ſhall be concealed in this e if 
you chuſe it. 


That cannot be, but I will ſee 
you again in a day or two. He then 
ran out of the houſe, and made the 
beſt of his way to Mrs. Wiſely's, 
Rs: he begged: to deny him to 
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every one. She was quite alarmed 
at the wildneſs of his looks, and 


indeed his whole behaviour: he 


| walked up and down the room in 


the utmoſt diſtraction for ſome time. 


Certain it is, his mind was a 


| perfect chaos; he had been aſcer- 


tained of the love of LI9Y Emma, 
more from that morning's rencoun- 
ter, than he had ever been before: 
yet to what purpoſe could he, who 
had not a ſhilling in the .world, 
think of allying himſelf with the 


Beverly family. | 
Vet he found it hard to give 
up ſo pleaſing a proſpect of hap- 
pineſs; but a few moments reflec- | 
tion convinced him, that his honour 
demanded the ann and he de- 
termined 


a” 


LADY EMMA MELIVILI. 141 
termined to write to Lady Emma 


+ 


in lieu of ſeeing Wy fot 2] 

He heck dener Mrs. e to 
procure him a pen and ink, and 
likewiſe to deny his being there to 
any ſtranger; nay even to the Free- | 
ports, aſſuring her, he would clear 
up every doubt before he reſted that 
ſs + a0 

This, with . * rules 
me promiſed to do, and then ot 
him to Himſelf, | 
hs har remade Lady Emma 
had related the affair of the morn- 
Ing to her father, who immeditely 
ſet out to fetch Woodford. ' But 
how diſappointed. was the good earl 
to find he was almoſt half an hour 


F 8 too 
. 3 . N * 


44 
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Fd too late. He begged Mr. Freeport to 

tell him how he firſt became ac- 

0 1 quainted with George. This he 

—_ =id,; not forgetting to launch out 
3 | frequently in his h 


13 The ary was IP to hear ſo 
mob an account of him, and could 
op not help having hopes of his return- 
ning; to them, if ſome of his friends 
Lag could but find "_ 1 talk with 
1 him. 


1 AP I” for all, Sir . 
Guildford was not in town, elſe he 


would have been the firſt perſon 
See on to diſcover him. 
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The * having ien Mrs. 
. Wiſely" s direction from Mr. Free- 
pPeort, returned home, intending to 
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ſend his ſon, as be thought if he 
went himſelf he might not ſo 22910 
8 gum eee 


"He did: l ins; hie power to raiſe 
| 3 daughter's ſpirits, and deſired 
Lord Henty to go to Mrs. Wiſely's 
and ſee if George was there; if he 
was, to aſſure him all paſt follies 
would be forgotten, and that he 
would be received by every one in 
Cavendiſh- ſquare, as if nothing had 
happenned. | 


Lord Henry ſet out with a very 
1])-will on his errand, and devoutly 
wiſhed he might not ſucceed; nor 

did his fiſter think it would; it was 
too ſlender a twig to hold by, and 
ſhe gave up all thoughts of ſeeing 

him more; nay ſhe went ſo far as 
„ | to 


a. - 
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to think he was engaged to Mifs 
Freeport, and that that was the rea- 
ſon of his coolneſs to her. 


In the mean time Lord Melyill 
arrived at Mrs. Wiſely's, and 
ſlightly enquired if Mr. Woodford 
lived there. On being anſwered in 


not really know him by that name) 
he walked away, and after ſpending 
an hour elſewhere, returned home, 
aſſuring his fiſter, he had made 
diligent ſearch, and he could no 
| where find him. 


peu Emma e prepared for 
this, did not diſcover ſo much un- 


eeeaſineſs as MER one ann ad the 
Would. | 

| 4 8. C . 14. r 
1 No! 


| 4X 3 —— bee eg ern Pu 2 q 
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the negative (for Mrs. Wiſely did 
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No! cried ſhe, I now give him 
up; his heart is engaged elſewhere, 
and that is the reaſon of his beha- 
viour. And tho' her friends did not 


think this opinion juſt, they let it 


paſs, and did all in their power to 
reſtore the tranquility ſhe had get 
began to affume. 


<a the mean time George having 1 
fniſhed his letter, which was to 


Lady Emma, I will here lay it 


before my readers. 


Wer will Lady Emma think, 


when inſtead of ſeeing 7 
Woodford at her feet, ſhe receives 


a cold inanimate bit of paper, Vet 


my Emma, permit me once to call 


you by that endearing title, did you 


but 
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146 CEORGE WOODFORD AND 
but know what I ſuffer by this ſa- 


 crifice you would pity me, but it is 


a ſacrifice due to Juſtice and honour. 
What! ſhould the beggared, diſ- 
honoured Woodford, who has for 

theſe laſt twelve months been de- 
pendant on the bounty of others; 
ſhould he come into ſuch a family? 


No; forbid it heav'n ! by my own 


curſed folly am 1 eſtranged from 


that family, the only one on earth 


J could have been happy in: yet 
my heart is ſtill the ſame, nor will 
it ever own another miſtreſs. No; 


on my knees I ſwear it, that let 


what will befal me, my heart will 
ever be with Emma Melvill. —— 
Uncertain of what 1s to follow, 
I commit myſelf to the wide world. 
My pride is ſtill great, nor can T 


meanly ſerve for a ſubſiſtance-; my 


mode 


# 
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mode of life therefore cannot be 


fixed; yet do I truſt I ſhall drag 


through this world of miſery with- 
-out guilt ; a foreign clime will be 
perhaps my next reſource; yet while 
you are fingle I ſhall wiſh to breathe 
the ſame air with your lovely ſelf; 
but the moment you give yourſelf 
to another—but whither am I run- 
ning, there is horror in the thought: 
but enough; ere you receive this 


T ſhall be ſome miles off, and all 


ſearch will e "S175 


Sosse deign to think of 


Wood ford, and if it is N 9 | 


his faults. 


Adieu, my firſt, my only love. 
That heaven may direct your ſteps, 
and guard your innocence, will 
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be the ardent and conſtant prayer 


GEORGE WOODFORD. 


— 


* 


When Goat had Enithed the 
above, he tried to compoſe himſelf, _ 

- which having in ſome meaſure ef- 
fected, he went down to Mrs, 
Wiſely, hare to, his great ſur- 
prize he found Mr. Freeport and 
ee daughter. He was alarmed at 
firſt, but on their all three aſſuring 
him of their ſecreſy if required, 

he ſat down and related a good deal 

of his llom. 


At the concluſion, he received 

| their thanks, and both Mrs. Wiſely 
and Mr. FIST Þ tried to purſuade 
him, 


* 4 . 


© 


him- to once more Join his friends 
and be happy. 1 
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F 6. 


He ſhook his head, Going that 
was impoſſible, as he meant to bet | 


off for the country to-night, 


MiG Freeport, who had Hichkrto 
been ſilent, now joined with her fa: 


ther and Mrs. Wiſely, in perſuad- 


ing him, at leaſt to ſtay till the 
next night. This he was at firſt 
averſe to, but on their ſolemnly 


aſſuring him they would not be- 


tray him to his ee wg con- 
ſentes. F * 2 
He was quite at a loſs how tog 
nis cloaths from Mr. Freeport 8, AS 
he feared being watched; bye it 
Vor. 8 H GLA Was 
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Was at length concluded that they 


ſhould go to Cheapſide about twelve 
o'clock and convey his things in a 
hakney coach to Mrs. Wiſely's, 


from whence they could the next 


night go to the inn. 


This was done, and Mr. Free- 


port paid his young friend his ſalary, 
at the ſame time begging him to 


accept of notes for five hundred 


pounds, but this he would not re- 
ceive, and Mr. Freeport with great 
difficuly extorted a promiſe from 


him, to draw on him if he ſhould 


be in nece ſſi ity. 


"Mia cloaths being fafely lodged 
at Mrs. Wiſely's, the Freeports 
prepared. to. take their leave, as 


Neunte beſought them not to come 
there 
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there the next day; as he knew by 
the deſcription, - that it was Lord 
Henry that had been there, and he 
feared giving ſuſpicion, | 


24 Mr: Feeepott wruf g the hand of 
our hero—Parewel, may I yet live 
to ſee you one day happy. He was 
unable to ſay any more, and George 
Was MOB * 2 
Hs alas to Mik 6 Hoop 
whoſe tears could no longer be re- 
ſtrained, he took her hand—adieu, 
my ſweet friend; but why thoſe 
drops of ſorrow ? ſometime hence 
we may again meet, when I hope 
we ſhall ſtil remain friends. She 
preſſed his hand, but could only 
ſay, God bleſs you, Mr. Woodford. 
He now led her to the coach, where 
H2 he 


troubles. 


— 
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he again faluted/ Her, and ſhaking 
ms with: 12 5 in cher do 


? 
#7 


as 


He Kette to his . 


- where for an hour, he walked about 
reflecting on his paſt, life. He 
thought of Lady Emma, (whoſe 


eſteem he was now aſſured off,) 
with the deepeſt regret; and he 


likewiſe pitied Miſs Freeport, whoſe 


partiality for him, he could no 


longer be a ſtranger to. 1s it not 


enough, cried he, to be miſerable 
myſelf, but I muſt make others ſo 
too! 


— 


4 


At t laſt, ra with reflection, 
he ſunk in a ſlumber, which for a 
ſhort time releaſed him from his 


* 


"— 


When 


ou 
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When he awoke, finding him- | 
ſelf much refreſhed, "he began to 
conſider in what manner he could 
beſt obtain a future ſubſiſtence. | 
He cbösznt of many Telemes 
but rejected them all, and at laſt 
determined to ſet off im the each 
for Yorkſhire, as he had often 
heard that was a very cheap country. 
The reſt of the morning he ſpent 
in packing up; and having diſpoſed 
his money, which amounted to 
about two hundred and fifty pounds, 
in his pocket-book; he went down 
to dinner with Mts. Wiſely, ß 
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The god gentlewoman tried to 
prevail on George, to tell her what 
his future intentions were; but 
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this he would not;. nor fo much as 
ſay to what part of the ener he 
intended going, 


At ten - tha 5 his 1 68 "RE 
went to the coach with his luggage, 


and the next morning at four, ſet 
of: from the 1 inn, in the Youk fly. 


"is. lese to 10 Roa, he 
kad the e before put in the 


eee 


OY 


To deſeribe. 3 emotions at hs 


contents, requires an abler pen than 
mine. She found the had wrong - 


ed him in thinking his affections 
engaged; her tears flowed plente- 
_ ouſly, and BUT: word gave her 


en, a Pang... Weed Woodford, 
cried 


= 


LADY EMMA MELVILL, 155 
cried ſhe, and fingls will I ever 


remain ! 


The cart 4 countefs ok the 
letter with ſcarce leſs emotions than 
their daughter. They all joined in 
lamenting Sir Charles Guildford's 
not being in town, as he might 
have been more fortunate in diſ- 
| covering hun. 


For fois time their grief was un- 
remitted ; but it wore off as time ad- 
vanced, and tho he was ſcarce ever 
out of Lady Emma's thoughts, yet 
as ſhe was aſſured of his ſincere af- 
fection under his own hand, ſhe 
hoped that one day or qther pro- 
vidence would again bring them 
together. 
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to have diſcovered him; as it was, 
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This thought determined her to 
wh at regaining her ſpirits, which 


ſhe pretty well ſucceeded in. 


ks 


Miſs Haverford was ſoon after 


this married to the Marquis of 


Fanningford, which event prevail- 


ed on her friend, more than any 


thing, to clear her ſpirits, that no 


cloud might be viſible on ſo Joyful 


an occaſion. 
Hi, 35.44 . 135.9 112 | 


Sir Charles Guildford and his 


lady came to town on this account, 


but their pleaſure was greatly 


damped by WN of gg 5 


affair. 0 3 97924 


4 . 


ufc were the Rtratagers Sir 115 
Charles would have put in practice 


he 
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he went to Mr. Freeport”: 8 and Mrs. 
Wiſely's, but could obtain no fatis- 
factory account from either; they 


each ſhed tears at his name, and 
each gave ſuch 4 cfaracter of him, 


that endeared him to Sir Charles, * 


1 poſſible, more than er. 07 

185 1 . ies 
The hours now aß pGarEU dull and 

heavy to Mr. Freepott' and his 


daughter, nor were they ever hap- 


pier than when alone, as they could 


then talk of their loſt companion. 


The old gentleman now felt all 
the toil of bufineſs, and at laſt de- 
termined to give it up, and retire 
e his rv goon} to Harpftead. 
As is rey Emma- 8 irt cevi9ga, 
ſhe $a r in public; ſhe 


HF; *© obtamed 
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obtained many new admirers, but 
they no ſooner made an offer, than 
they were e 


Thus were many of the fighing 
ſwains reduced to diſpair, and ſhe 
got the title of the fair inſenſible. 
Many knew the reaſon of her frigi- 
dity, or was ſhe the only female of 
the beau monde who mourned the 
loſs of George W ? 


Miss Freeroxe, in ſpite of what 
had paſſed between bim and her 
father, could not help being ſorry 
for his fate, tho not in the leaſt 
ſorry that her rival, as ſhe always 
eſteemed Lady Emma Melvill, was 
deprived of him. Lord Freemore 
had lately received propoſals from 
Sir Ralph Need, which were readily 

ELEC 
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acceped by all the parties, tho! the 


baronet was old enough to be her 
father, but as he was rich, his age 


was overlooked, and the lady took. 


him to have a title and card tables. 


of her own. 3 2 Os 
Thus were George's friends 
- fituated; let us now return to him, 


whom we left in the coach. 


The e Was * cold} 


and difagreeable, which was not 


much to be wondered at, as it was 
the middle of December, and there 


having been a great deal of rain, the 
waters were much out, and the 
roads wet and ſwampy. He could 
juſt diſcern: (being the laſt ready for 


the coach) by the light of the lan- 
thorn, his company, which con- 


ſiſted 


* 
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ſiſted of two women and three men, 


but what or who they were, he 
could be no judge. 

Perpetual yawnings went round 
till the man ſet off, when George's 
companions ſoon dropt aſleep, which 
he was informed of by their ſaor- 
ing ; he was now at full liberty to 
enjoy his own reflections, which 
every one muſt allow could not be 
the moſt Pers 


17 had: two . telt at os 
nn, he found no inclination to fol- 


low the example of his companions, 
he therefore having tired himſelf. 


with his meditations, waited with 
ſome impatience for day, that he 
might reconnoitre his company be- 
in they! awoke. At length Aurora 

* 


— 


{> 
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appeared, but rather in dirty ap- 
parel, as the morning was cloudy 
and wet. ien HD 


Our hero now looked round, and 


dould ſcarce refrain laughing aloud 


ax the motley groupe which beſet 
him. —Oppoſite to himſelf fat a 
female, who appeared near, if not 
quite ſixty; ſhe was thin, pale, and 
meagre ; her head leant againſt the 
fide of the coach, and her mouth 
being open diſcovered a ſet of long 
irregular yellow teeth; ſhe was in a 
green habit with a yellow waiſtcoat, 
a black hat with gold binding, and 
pink ſattin ſlippers, which helped 
to ſet off not the handſomeſt 1 | 
in the work. 


Next 


* 
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Next this phenomenon, was a 
young man whoſe head was leaning 
on her ſhoulder, and whoſe mouth: 
being likewiſe open, diſcovered teeth 
not a degree better than the lady's. 


Next him was a young woman 
who appeared about twenty; the 
had no pretentions to beauty, but _ 
the healthy bloom of her cheek 
ſhewed ſhe had ſeen but little of a 

ton life; her dreſs was plain, and 
' neat, and George formed ſome no- 
tion that in her at leaſt, he ſhould 
find a converſable com panion. He 
then turned to his own ſide, but 
had but juſt time to perceive they 
were elderly men, when a violent 
jolt of the coach awaked the whole 
party, and the firſt words he heard, 
were —Murrain on thee, aunt, for fn 
5 giving 
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giving me ſuch a clout on the head, 
4 Th, 55 . a 


FR gave you a clout of the head! 
why, I never touched you, cried 
the old lady in a ſhrill hollow voice. 


Why, what the dickins was it 
then? Do you know, Pat? Fu5nng 
to the young woman. 


1 Not I, in a peevith tone of voice, 
was all the auſwer he received from 
her; whoſe eyes were rivetted on 
our hero, as indeed were her aunt's, 
(for I ought to have before obſerved) 
he had left off his wig and black 
patch, and notwithſtanding his fa- 
tigue both of body and of mind, 
his eyes had tos none of their 
8 Mare. merry 
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' Woodford now ' diſcovered” that 
the old one was the aunt, and that 
the young man and woman were 
her nephew and niece: as they 
| kept jangling on about who gave 
the blow. George at laſt faid, you 
are miſtaken, ſir, it was no fault of 
the lady's, but a ſudden motiofi of 
the coach which occaſioned the 
blow you received. This was only 
anſwered by a ſtare from the clown, 
and eh! fir? He did not think it 
worth his while to repeat it, there” 
fore was again ſilent, and the reſt 
followed his example; but tho they 
ſpared! him with their tongues they 
did not with their eyes, as e all 
| thre examined! him anne 


"IA 
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The cock ſoon alereltepped' to 


| breakfaſt, _ George jumped out and 
| handed 
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handed the ladies into the parlour, 
which politeneſs they did not fail 
to thank him for. They ſaid but ht- 
tle during their repaſt, as they were 
all too buſy eating to talk much. 
But Woodford diſcovered, that the 
lady in the habit was a maiden, 
but who did not yet diſpair of getting 
a huſband; the young one to be a pert, 
inſignificant minx, who thought 
every man that ſaw her muſt be in 
love with her; and that the young 
fellow her brother was an ignorant 
country clown, tho' in his own eſti- 
mation a paragon of wit. 


His other companions he could 
form no judgement of, as they 
ſpoke but little; but their appear- 
ance looked like that of farmers. 
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The coachman' ſoon came to tell 

them the coach was ready; and 

George handing the ladies in, they 


took their ſeats as before. The 
morning was now a good deal clear- 
er and the ſun began to appear. 


1 fancy. it will be a fine day, 
madam, in ſpite of the unfayour- 


able appearance of the Rs 
1 NM r. Woodford. 


I fancy ie will, fir, replied the 


miſs, tho' her aunt was the one 
addreſſed. I am ſure, Pat, cried her 


brother, the gentleman did not 


ſpeak to you, but you love to put 
ne noſe in. 


Why who dd he yak to then, 


elf? 


3 Why, 


. en. , 
ane ITS. com e . 3 A e 
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| Why, to me to be ſure, cried the 
aunt, —Yes, fir, it ſeems as if it 

would be a we fine day indeed. 


1 Ads be glad to Ju 3 
vou call elf, miſs? be GC the 
ow” in his —_ s ee | 


"Ti; Tom; is 0 3 : 

15 to ſtun one! replied Miſs Patty; I 

with. you would hold your tongue. 

Perhaps if other folks was to. dot 
firſt, it would not bei i 


7 for re Lake children 
hold. your jangling ; you really dit. 

tra my en INDE nals 
5 come vp re a you 
think I'IItake all Pat's impertinence? 
not I, by my troth, I will give her 
1 1 5 
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as good as the brings at any time I 


warraut, and then you know we are 


even. George's mufeles were almoſt 


crampt by the difficulty he had to 

keep ſerious, during this dialogue. 
He had never heard any thing of the 
ſort befores! and could ſearee credit 


there had been ſuch ignoramuſes 


exiſting.” As he eould not bring him- 
ſelf to diſcourſe with them, he took 


5 out Gil Wins, 11 he had in his 


* * 


410 Let 1911154 
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The old lady f a to be in- 


clined for a nap, and her hopeful 


nephew, taking out a pack of cards; 
he and his ſiſter went to all fours; 
tho* there were frequent diſputes 
that one cheated the other. The 
two farmers had taken the Hay 

example and were 'noddivg,: and 
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often did one of theit heads fall on 
George 8 ſhoulder, tho he 1 as 
cloſe 1 in the corner as opt 403 


In this ſituation they cating 
till the coach ſtopped for dinner, at 
which every one ſeemed to be equals 

ly rejoiced. Mr. Thomas declaring 
he never had a better appetite in his 
life; indeed every one ate hearty 
but Mr. Woodford; tho' his next 
neighbour, who was Miſs Patty, of- 


ten entreated him to eat ſome boiled 
mutton, whilſt her brother who fat 


oppoſite, preſſed him to eat ſome 


ribs of beef, which was to him 


| ſuper- excellent 3 but he could not 
be perſuaded ; and he got up from 
table almoſt as he ſat down. 
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On their being again ſeated in 
the coach, every one ſeemed in a 


more wy humour, than i in the 


ne 


k a 
9 


The ladies | complained. ir wer 


eee c 
PI a Mr. eee 1 


| PUR you had eat too aur: a 


nga . 


105 


fe I dont He ee re- 


plied * aunt, uy 1 . not eat 
much. 1 1 


A, 
— 


11 No! A you had two plate - 
fuls of mutton, beſides a cart load 
of plumb. pudding; and if that's 


not enough for a lady to eat, I will. 


Lou 
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You are an 1mpertinent block- 
head, retorted ſhe, if no one ate 
more than I, I don't know how | 
people would live. ; 


I'm ſure, Tom, ſaid hisfiſter, you 
need not talk, for I verily believe 
you could eat a ſhoulder of mutton 
to ye own ſhare. 


Well, marry come ia arid ſo 1 
can, and may be it would not Be 
thought more of than when ſome 
one elſe ate a whole fowl beſides | 
bacen 4 cabbage. 


Well, and ſu poſe] aid, b 
his faſter, colouring, there were 
reaſdns * 
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I know that; but ſuppoſe you 
did get it but ſeldom, that's no rule 


but you might have ſpared a body 
a bit, who got it ſeldomer than 
„ 5 


ae 
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„Well, do hold your tongue, for 
you are an ill- mannered bear. 


What a jangling you continually 
keep, at laſt cried their aunt; but 
tHis is always the way, wy. when 
0 Wen 94 | | 


i „ 


0 dna e eee 
who was the perſon addreſſed; the 
lady and gentleman can then have 
very little pleaſure in each others 
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The greateſt in the world, re- 

GA the clown, for their is no living 
without wrangling. 


And by my troth I believe you, 
cried one of the farmers, for we 
have had enough of it this day. A 
ſilence enſued for fome minutes, 
when of a ſudden the coach broke 
down, and every one concluded 
they were killed. 

| te; they received no hurt, 
but fright from this diſaſter. Our 
hero was the firſt that got out, and 
went immediately to the aſſiſtance 
of Miſs Patty, who really ſeemed 
frighted ; when her 'brother who 
- firſt took care of himſelf, went to 
his aunt, and took her in his arms, 
as Mr. Woodford had done his 

W.. II. e ſiſter, 
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174 GEORGE WOODFORD AND | 
ſiſter, but not obſerving that the 


ground was marſhy and ſoft, on 
his going to carry her round to the 
other ſide, he found his feet ſtick 


faſt, and in endeavouring to extri- 
cate himſelf, they both tumbled to 
the ground; the lady ſcreamed, and 
Tom bellowed out, he was killed. | 


| George having ſeated Patty in a 
little cottage, which was luckily 
near the ſpot where the accident 
happened,” went to ſee after her 


' aunt; but on the ſcene which pre- 
ſented itſelf, he could no longer 


conceal his riſibility, but his good 
nature ſoon got the better of his 
mirth, and he hurried to extircate 


the lady from her muddy bed; tho” 


not with out the loſs of her hat, curls, 


| bind hair, and one ſhpper. He con- 


veyed 
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veyed her ſafe to her niece, who, 
tho' ſhe could not entirely conceal 


her ſmiles, ſhe did all in her power 


to conſole her aunt. The whole 
party were now affembled, and 
every one thanked God, they had 


got off ſo well as they had; tho 


the old lady ſadly regretted the loſs 
of her hair, for tho her hat and 
ſlipper were recovered, the hair 
was fit for nothing. As it was 


growing dark apace, they were all 


alarmed, for tho the cottage had 
afforded them ſhelter in their di- 
ſtreſs, they had no further conve- 
niency for them: in this dilemma, 
the coachman- entered, and told 


them if they could walk about a 


mile, there was a tolerable inn, 
where they might remain till his 


coach could be repaired, or another 


EI paſſed 
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paſſed by. This was readily accept- 
ed, and after a wet dirty walk, 


\ | they arrived at the inn, (or rather 
4 alellouſe.) The ladies immediately 
| retired'to a warm bed, and Tom 

| | and the two farmers ſat down by 
1 the kitchen fire, and procured them- 
ſelypes a cann ef ale and ſome bread 
f | and cheeſe, whilſt George, being 
"yt | informed there would be a coach 
Wi; | paſs by about one or two in the 
"ws morning, te if he could 
17 procure room, to purſue his Journey 

| | | in that. Finding himſelf faint and 


ll! \ cold, defired to have a room to 

_ = bdbimſelf with a fire. He then or- 
dered a pot of coffee, as likewiſe a 

| boiled chicken for his ſupper, which 

1 together with about two hours 
fleep and a pint of wine, recruited 

e o 


"LADY EMMA MELVILEs: 


77 


his ſpirits and de him a new 


Mal. 


He could not help laughing at 
the occurences of the day, and was 


Aa little, impatient to know what ſort 
of company he ſhould have next. _ 
At eleven o'clock he went don to 


the kitchen fire, that he might be 
ready when the coach came, but 
he was then informed that the ſtage 
he expected would not paſs there 


till about five. in the morning, as 


they did not ſet out frum where 


they flept till four, the girl having 


made a miſtake. This was rather a 


_ diſappointment to George, Who 
was afraid ſome of bis old compa- 


nions would by that time be ready 
to join him, and tho? he had not 


much hopes of having better com- 
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ſet, than the old one. 
again went up to his room, but not 
being ſleepy, he ſat down and wrote 
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pany, yet he had rather have a new 
He now 


a journal of the day, this amuſed 
his thoughts till the clock ſtruck 


four, when he again deſcended to 


the kitchen, where he found Miſs 


| Patty with her brother Thomas, 


and the two farmers. George im- 
mediately enquired after their aunt; 
when miſs informed him, on find- 


ing it ſo early, ſhe had again laid 


down till the coach came. Our 
hero finding all their intentions 

coincided with his, fat down con- 
tented by the fire-fide, till ſuch 


time as it ſhould arrive. His com- 


| pany were all napping, and he was 


again left tohis own reflections. At a 


* paſt five the came by; 


the 


>. 
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the coachman entered, when the 
brother and fiſter, with the two 
farmers,” ſet upon him to know if 
there was room for them ; but he 
in a ſurly manner told them he was 
already full. George was ſorry to 
hear this, but ſtepping up to him, 
asked if he could not procure room 
for him, at the ſame time flipping. 
half a crown into his hand. This, 
together with what the people had 
told him, who had got a good £ 
penny by George's ſeppert made 
him very civil, and with a low bow, 
he ſaid, why, fir, I have already 
my complement ; but as they are 
all genteel people, and you, fir, ſeen 
a gentleman, I will go and ſee if 
they will make room. This he did; 
Mr. Woodford followed. He ſaw 
by the light of the lanthorn, that 
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there were three ladies, and three 
gentlemen, and they likewiſe could 
perceive he made a genteel appear- 
ance, they therefore with very lit- 
tle hefitation conſented to make 


room for him, as they, ſaid they 


were none of them very fat. He 


now. ſtepped back to the kitchen, 


to bid his former companions a 
good morning, who were grum— 


bling at his ſucceſs, and then got 


into the coach, with ſome apology 
for incommoding them. 
ſoon after this ſet off, when he 
found his preſent companions were 
far different from his former ones, 


They 


as they choſe to talk inſtead of ſleep. 
Their diſcourſe was ſenſible, polite, 
and clever, and Woodford . ſoon 
joined with them. He diſcovered 
that two of the ladies were ſiſters, 
and 
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and that the other was ſiſter to one of 
the gentleinen; the other two were 
friends. He waited rather impatient- 
ly for day-light, as he had ſome 
curioſity to ſee their faces. At 
length the morning broke, Which 
appeared clear and bright, and our 
hero could ſee his company. He 
found the three females to be both 
young and pretty, and the males 
eleaver young men. What their 
opinion of him was; is beſt known 
to themſelves, tho certain it is 
they redoubled their complaiſance. 
George entertained them with a 
ludicrous account of tlie Hay before; 
which diverted them much, and 
afforded them enteftainment till 
they ſtopped to breakfaſt. This rés 
paſt was far different: to che day be- | 
fore 5 it was ſocial and agtecable.“ | 
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the place he was going to. 
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The whole day was ſpent the 
ſame, and the converſation never 
once flagged... In diſcourſe, George 
asked i ſome ' queſtions concerning 
They 
gave him a high deſcription of the 


city of York, they mentioned dif- 


ferent places, among which were 
Bantry, and Beverly, which they 
ſaid were very polite towns, the 


latter eſpecially. About ten in the 


evening, they found themſelves at 


their journey's end, when the 


ladies, and gentlemen took their 
leave of Mr. Woodford, and went 
to their alpen den, 


| 1345 Vi we 4's $7 


[4 n W ieee a room ; 


| at the/inn, determined to go to bed, 


and if poſſible, get a, ſound ſleep 


that! /! night $f; thus, he, dig, : and 
wy 2 Þ reſted 
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| LADY EMMA MELVILL. 183 
reſted better than he had done for 


months before. While at break- 
faſt the next morning, he conſider- 


ed what future plan he muſt purſue. 
He knew his ſtock of money was 
{mall, and tho* proviſions and board 
were very cheap in the country, it 
could not laſt him for ever. 


A thought entered his head of 
offering himſelf to ſome family of 
repute, to teach Italian, muſic, and 
drawing, as the ſucceſs he had 


with Miſs Freeport inclined” him 
to think he was capable of being a 
' maſter; but then again he thought, 


who will take me without a recom- 
mendation?..Thisagain ſtaggered his 
reſolution, and he determined to 
procure board*and lodging i in ſome 
HOLT in 1 pleaſant part of 
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' 184 GEORGE WOODFORD AND = 
K | f the country for the. preſent, and 
11 truſt to providence for the reſt.— 
| | {| 5 For this purpoſe he hired a horſe, 
I Wi it being a fine clear day, and after 
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ſome hours riding, pitched upon 
a village about ten miles from 
Noverlye: co lf . 
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It was a ſmall fartn-houſe where 
14 he took- up his abode; the family 
5 WM conſiſted of the farmer, his wife, a 


ſon about fourteen, and a daughter 
about eight years old, whoſe inno- 
cent prattle often diverted our hero's 
melancholy hours. Tho” he had 
here none of the luxuries of life, 
he had the conveniences, and ges 
nerally ſat down to hisohomely 
meal with a good appetite,. bt being 
Chriſtmas, a numberbof innocent 
diverſions were fonmed; George of- 


ten 


* ; 


LADY EMMA MELVILL, 18g 
ten compared thoſe amuſements 
with his former ones, and ſighed 
at the retroſpect. He commonly 

_ aroſe at eight, that being the hour 
the family breakfaſted ; that over, 
he went with the farmer round his 

| grounds, if it was fine, if not, he 

ſat down and inſtructed their little 
daughter in reading and writing. 

At twelve he went up to his own 
little apartment, to ſtudy. for his 

improvement, which employed him 
for an hour, when he went to 
dinner; another hour was ſpent in 
walking, and the evening in con- 
verſation, or a ruſtic dance; at ten 
the family retired to reſt, but our 5 
hero commonly employed his time 
till twelve in ſtudy. Sometimes 
thoughts would intrude themſelves, 
and he was forced to lay down his 
| book, -- 
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186 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
book. Lady Emma occupied his 
mind continually ; he was now aſ- 
ſured of her love, which did but 
render him the more miſerable.— 
His preſent. inactive ſtate of life 
was ill-ſuited to his diſpoſition. He 
had leiſure to think, and reflection 
in his ſituation was deſtruction; 
he had no one he could unboſom 
himſelf to. The farmer and his 
wife were good ſort of people in 
their way, but he that had been 
uſed to the converſation of the moſt 
ſenfible and faſhionable people, 
could have very little reliſh for 
their's; the novelty at firſt amuſed 
him, but now two months had 
paſſed, and he found himſelf borne 
down with laſſitude and diſcontent. 
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LADY EMMA MELVILL.) 187 
In this ſituation was he, when one 
forenoon as he was ſtrolling along 
the road, a horſe flew ſwiftly by 
him without his rider, it inſtantly 
occured to him that the beaſt had 
thrown either its miſtreſs or maſter, 
(as he could not diſcern what ſad - 
dle it had) and he returned back to 
look for the diſtreſſed perſQun. He 
had not walked many yards, when 
he perceived, lying on a bank, a 
young lady, ſhe was to all appear- 
ance dead, and her pallid eountes 
nance at firſt made our hero fear ſhe 
was really gone, but having applyed 
eau-de-luce to her noſe, - which he 
always carried about him (as it was 
his Emma's gift) he perceived her 
recover. On opening her eyes ſhe 
faintly -exclaimed, Good God! 
where am I? Don't be alarmed, 
Ds | madam; 
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188 a CEORGE WOODFORD AND 
madam; you ſhall be perfectly ſafe 
with me. The lady bluſhed and 


could not, as ſhe had ſprained her 
ancle. Wood ford was again foreed 
to place her on the bank, quite at 


2 loſs in what manner t6/procee } 


at this inſtant to their great relief, 
the ſervant came up, and the young 
lady diſpatched him for a carrage; 
ſhe now made an apology for the 


trouble the Had given her deliverer. 


George, whoſe eyes were fired en 


her, could not for ſome moments 


utter a ſyllable, at the inſtant he 
was gazing on Miſs Bolton, he had 
forgot Lady Emma, and every 


other female he had ever known! 
By way of excuſe, it is neceſſary to 


lay that nature had ſparded no pains 
to adorn the face of this young 
0 aban 6 lady. 
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LADY EMMA MELVILL» 189 
lady. She might really be called a 
perfect beauty in miniature, for ſhe 
was remarkably little, 


She on her part was not leſs 
ſtruck with Mr. Woodford. The 
country air had given a glow to his 
complection, and the regularity of 
his living, a brilliancy to his eyes, 
which made him in ſpite of his un- 
eaſineſs, if poſſible handſomer than 
ever. The eager gaze of George 
had thrown Miſs Bolton into the 
utmoſt confuſion ; and they both 
remained in an awkward ſituation 
till the ſervant arrived with the 
carriage. His miſtreſs eagerly en- 
quired if none of the family were 
at home. To which he-returned a 
negative, Our- hero then roſe and 
taking her in his arms lifted her 
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190 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
into the coach, when he ſummoned 


reſolution enough to ask permiſſion 


to enquire after her health. Sir, 
returned ſhe bluſhing, you will 
accept of a corner of the coach, I 


am ſure my papa and mama will be 


glad to thank you themſelves, This 
was what he wanted, but was 


afraid to ask: he bowed and entered 


the carriage. Something like a con- 


verſation was then began, when the 


lady informed him, her father's 


houſe was at Beverly, but at preſent 
they were at a hunting ſeat, about 
two miles from where the horſe 
' threw her; ſhe added, ſhe com- 


monly rode out every morning, and 


that her brother had always accom- 
panied her, but having ſome buſi- 


nefs, could not that day, which 
made her venture by herſelf, but 
Ht . ſne 
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LADY EMMA MELVILL.' 191 
ſhe had not proceeded above a mile 
when the horſe was ſtartled by the 
ſudden appearance of a man behind 

a hedge. It was with great diffi- 
culty, continued ſhe, I kept my ſeat 
ſo long as I did, but really believe, 
when he threw me, I was entirely 
ſenſeleſs with terror. The coach 
ſoon after ſtopped, and the lady's 
father, who was juſt come home, 

and had heard of his daughter's 
accident, came out to receive her. 

He inſiſted on Woodford's entering 
the houſe, and thanked him in the 
warmeſt terms for his kindneſs to 
Miſs Bolton. The young lady being 
retired with her mama (who was 

likewiſe come in) to have proper 
care taken of he foot, Sir Richard 
entered into converſation with our 
INN Wy 8 him ſo well, he 
| 1011 e 
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entirely recovered her fright, 


192 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
ſwore he ſhould not leave them 
that day. George at firſt made an 


excuſe, ſaying the farmer's people 


would be uncaſy, but this was ſoon 
obviated by Sir Richard, who im- 
mediately ſent a ſervant to inform 
them of his ſafety.— Lady Bolton 


with her daughter, ſoon returned 


to the parlour, as the latter had 
and 
the ſwelling of ber inſtep was 
greatly abated. The more George 


ſaw of Juliet Bolton, the more he 


admired her; there was a ſoftneſs 
in her manners, which reminded 
him of his Emma. The day was 
ſpent in a very agreeable manner; the 

elder Miſs Bolton and her brother 
having come in juſt before dinner. 


This young gent leman was poſſeſ- 


4 19 50 2 great deal of drollery, ac- 


companied 
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companied by good nature; he was 


very fond of his ſiſters, particularly 
of Juliet, and rallied her not a 
little for venturing out alone. Miſs 
Bolton was not near ſo handſome as 
her ſiſter, but was remarkably ſen- 
ſible and exceſſively lively, was 
about nineteen; her —_—_ two * 
W 1 8 
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As it with 10 We Per to give a 
circu mſtantial account of this family 
hereafter, I ſhall for the preſent 
wave any further: eee of 
them. 15 An 

As the evening advanced, Mr. 
Wood ford talked of departing: The 
whole family, particularly Sir 
Richard and kis ſon, were delight- 
ed with George, but as there was a 

kind 


194 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
kind of ſhyneſs in him, they knew 
not how to preſs his ſtay ; his ap- 
_pearance (for'tho' our hero's cloaths 
were plainer now than ever he was 
accuſtomed to before, there was an 
elegant neatneſs in them that be- 
ſpoke, him what he really was. 
His addreſs therefore together with 
his converſation which was both 
ſenſible and polite) left them no 
room to think "otherwiſe than he 
was:a gentleman. Woodford Per- 
ceived: this, and it gave him pain, 
tho“ at the ſame time he knew it 
was his duty to undeceive them. 


Perhaps the critical readers may 
here ſay, they can find no occaſion 
for his ſo doing. But pardon me; 
he knew, was he to leave the place, 
their curioſity would be raiſed, and 
AER a | On 


LADY EMMA MELVILI, 195 | 
on enquiring, they would find out 
what he was too proud to reveal; 

| beſides, his ſtock of money was 
ſcant, and would not allow of his 
Jaunting from place to place; then 
again, this family might be of ſer- 
vice to him, but how to bring it 
out that. he depended on drawing 
and muſic for a ſubſiſtance, was 
%a pill bitter ſwallow.” Theſe 
thoughts for the laſt hour bad made 
him penſive and melancholy ; this 
.did not. eſcape the notice of this 
worthy family, but how to attain | 
the cauſe they knew not; at length 
| Woodford roſe to depart, when Sir 
Richard preſſed him to dine there 


| the next day, adding we ſhall have 
| 8 ſeveral friends whom I ſhould be a 
glad to introduce you to. George 

bowed and thanked him, and with. 


ſome 
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ſome heſitation, ſaid, you are very 
good, ſir, to one who is an utter 
ſtranger to you, but — he again 
heſitated, coloured and held down 
His head. Sir Richard looked at 
his two daughters, when they im- 


mediately took the hint, and roſe to. 


withdraw. George perceiving this, 
inſtantly recollected himſelf, and 
haſtened towards them; ſtay, ladies, 


_ cried he, ſeizing a hand of each, 


you muſt, not leave the room, a 
falſe pride has hitherto hindered 
me from making myſelf known, 
but your generous treatment, fir, 
(turning to Sir Richard) to a 
ſtranger, emboldens me to tell you, 


J am come into this country to ſeek 
a genteel livelihood; misfortune at- - 


tended me in town, tho' I cannot 


blame that, as I too long tried her 


bene. 


| LADY EMMA MELVILL, 165- 
patience. He ſtopped, My dear fir, 
you amaze me much, (replied Sir 
Richard) we all know fortune to 
be a ſorry jade ſometimes, but if 
ſhe has frowned on you lately, it is 
no rule ſhe ſhould continue to do 
Jo; pray, may I ask what profeſ- 
ſion you intend to follow? 


I have none, ſir, in particular, I 
had ſome thoughts of offering to 
teach muſic and drawing. 


Oh! ho! fay you fo (cried Sit 

Richard) then I can immediately 
preſent you with two pupils, they. 
are neither of them entirely igno- 
rant of thoſe arts, but want im- 
provement; therefore, fir, if you 
chuſe to accept of an apartment in 
this houſe, and a ſeat at our table, 
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198 GEORGE WOODFORD AND 
you may enter on your employment 


this inſtant, if you chuſe it. 


And would you really, fir, take 


_ a ſtranger into your houſe, with fo 


little difficulty ? . 


Certainly would I; ſo modeſt a 
deportment, 'and gentleman like 
appearance, can never be a covering 


7 
for I know not your name, when 
will you take up your reſidence in 
this houſe ?— Your exceſſive good- 
neſs, fir, _ almoſt denies me the 
power of utterance, but is it poſ- 
ſible that the ladies and your ſon, 
who have been filent ſpectators of 
this ſcene, can be of your mind! 


„ er 


LADY EMMA MELVILL». 199 
They all anſwered in one voice, 
that Sir Richard's ſentiments were 

theirs. | 


You are very good, ladies and 
gentlemen, and if you really will 
accept of the ſervices of a ſtranger, 
I will do all in my power to merit 
your future favour. My name, ſir, 
(as you juſtly obſerved, you are un- 
acquainted with) is George Wood- 
ford. 1 TRIORTE | 


George Woodford ! repeated Sir 
Richard ; has your father an eſtate 
in Hertfordſhire ? 


He had, fir, but he is now no 
more; and I, by my folly and ex- 
travagance, have no longer a claim 
to it, But as a further proof, there, 
| K 2 „ 
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fir, 1s his picture (drawing the caſe 


from his pocket.) 


83 


4 


My dear, 65 there remains not 


a doubt, your own reſemblance is 
ſufficient, which I have all this 
time been trying to recollect; and 


how delighted ſhall I be, if I can 
in any ways contribute to the hap- 


pineſs of my deceaſed friend's ſon; 


we knew one another at college, 
and were then inſeparable, but our 
eſtates laying ſo wide, on leaving 


Cambridge all connection ceaſed 
between us. 


Being now near ten o'clock, Sir 
| Richard inſiſted on ſending a ſer- 
vant home with his young friend, 
as he now called our hero, and 
likewiſe inſiſted he ſhould come to 


: breakfaſt 
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LADY EMMA MELVILL, 201 
breakfaſt next morning, and ſpend 
the day. This he having promiſed, 
he departed ; leaving every one 

warm in his praiſe. As ſoon as he 

got home, he retired to his room; 
the incidents of the day occupied his 
thoughts, he was in ſome ſort 
pleaſed that Sir Richard Bolton 
knew his father, as it prevented 
any further enquiry ; yet was he 
not altogether ſatisfied that his 
name was known, as many people 
might recolle& ht, when they 
did not his perſon. Another ſource 
of uneaſineſs was the lovely Juliet, 
ſhe ſeemed to be the neareſt in per- 
perfection to Emma of any wo- 
man he had ever ſeen. If I think 
ſo now (ſaid he to himſelf) ſhall I 
not do wrong te hazard a nearer 
acquaintance? Have I nct promiſed 
K 3 o 
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202 GEORGE WOODFORD 


to Dy Emma, never to be an- 
other's ? yet, can I ever be her's, or 
indeed any woman's. in my preſent _ 
_ circumſtances? But fortune may 
turn, and this will be a trial ; for 
if I cannot withſtand the bright 
eyes of Juliet, I ſhall not be wor- 
thy of the enchanting Emma; but 
7 how madly I talk, can I ever think 
to have it in my power to addreſs. ; 
Lady Emma Melvill? no! ſhall I 
ever have it in my power to addreſs... 
Miſs Bolton? no! why then do IT 
thus torment myſelf? Shall I forego 
the eſteem of ſo worthy a farily _ 
for that idle paſſion love? it is but 
a chimerical paſſion at beſt, and a 
very unfit one for me in my preſent 


circumſtances to indulge ; 


therefore enter on my new employ- 
ment with h and try by my 


AND 


J will 


ſedulity 


LADY EMMA MELVILL, 20g 
| ſedulity to gain their protection and 
favour. But whither is your im- 
magination hurrying you, George ? 
are you ſure that Sir Richard wilt 
on maturer deliberation receive you 
fo cordially as he did this day? 
reſt quiet till to-morrow, when you 
will know«better how to proceed. 
It was in vain he ſought repoſe, his 
mind was harraſſed with reflection, 
and he ſpent the night without the 
reſt he needed; he roſe the next | 
morning, and ftrolled into the gar- « 
den, as he thought it was too early 
to go to Sir Richard's; he had not 
been long there, when he was 
rouſed by a ſmart {lap on the ſhoul- 
der, and a halloo, my friend, what 
are you thinking of? This fa- 
lutation, on his turning round, 
he found came from Mr. Bolton, 
Fo „„ who 
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204 ckOREE WOODFORD AND 
who had come to fetch him. They 
quitted the farmer's together, and 
proceeded on their walk. It was a 
charming morning, and the con- 
verſation was lively and agreeable. 
On entering the houſe, they found 
the whole family aſſembled in the 
break faſt parlour, who all received 
our hero with the utmoſt cordiality. 
Their repaſt over, Sir Richard in- 
vited his young friend to take a 
walk with him. This George readily 
aſſented to, and wiſhing the ladies 
a good morning, they en the 
houſe. 


Sir Ricks infenfibly drew his 
companion into talk about his 
parents, and afterwards about his 
own affairs, when he ſoon diſcover- 
ed a Seat ſhare of the truth, tho 
| George 


! 


LADY EMMA MELVILL.. 205 
George avoided all mention of the 
Melvills, or Sir Charles Guildford; 


not bear the thought of being 
| obliged to them, therefore choſe to 
retire, where he thought to be 
equally unknowing and unknown. 


offer of yeſterday, till your affairs 
can be made up; we have all taken 

ſo great a fancy to you, that ſo 
agreeable a gueſt will enliven our 
ſpirits, and be affured you will be 
entirely your own maſter. 


= 


Tres: in drawing and muſic, 
F ſhall be happy to accept your 
HS. kind 


on. EG 2 
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he ſlightly ſaid he had friends, who 
would have reinſtated him in his 
former ſplendor, but that he could 


Well, but Mr. Woodford (faid Sir 
Richard,) will you accept of my 


If, far, the young ladies want an 
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kind offer. 


Well, but would 


vou not rather go into the army | 


That, ſir, would have been my 
choice immediately, but that courſe 
is denied me, by the requeſt of 


my dying mother. If that is the 


caſe, far be it from me to preſuade 
you, but. when will you enter on 
your new employment? I believe 


you will find the girls apt ſcholars. 
Jam ready, fir, whenever you 


Pleaſe. 


Well then, you are to ſpend this 


day here, ſpend the night alſo; my 


ſon will ſend his man for your 


cloaths. 


As you ate to have company, fir, 


I ſhould rather you would excuſe 


me 


* 
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me to day, as your daughters draw | 
ing maſter, ſo ſuddenly appearing 
at your table, will feem ſingular. + 


You are quite your father, my 19 
young friend, I ſee, but I ſhall place ... 
you in no ſuch light; I ſhall pre- K 
ſent you to all my acquintances as 
a particular friend. 


cnt en „ — 


You are very good, fir, but then, 1 
muſt I be introduced by my real 1 
name, I may meet with ſome 'of = 
my former acquaintance who will 
 recolle& that, when they may not 
my perſon.} The perſon of George 
Woodford is too remarkable to be 
caſily forgot, but you ſhall be in- 
dulged; take whatever name you 
pleaſe. Woolmer then, fir; but if 
you could excule me to day, I 

ſhould 
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ſhould take it as a great favour, and 
will wait on you in the morning. 


Well then, if it muſt be fo, it 
muſt, They now parted, Sir Richard 
for his own houſe, Mr. Woodford 
for the farmer's. | | 


The truth was, George had many 
little things to ſettle; as theie_ 
good people had been fo obliging to 
him, he did not like to leave them 
ſo abruptly. He haſtened home, 

and when he informed them of his 
departure, was concerned to ſee the 
damp it gave them. | 


He ſettled all his little concerns, 
and after partaking of a ſupper, 
which the good dame prepared by 
way of take-leave, he retired to his 
. ö 
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room. After adjuſting his clothes 


he went to bed, but his mind was 
too diſturbed to admit of reſt. The 
change | was rather ſudden; he 
thought of the difficulties he ſhould 
have to encounter, by being ſo im- 
mediately under the ſame roof with 
the lovely . 


He likewiſe felt ſome uneaſineſs 
at being known, as he had rather 
have been with perfect ſtrangers, 


and blamed himſelf not a little for 
telling his real name, as he had no 


intention of that from the firſt; but 
it was done, and he determined to 


apply his mind to ſtudy, and by, 
that means to baniſh thought, and 


improve his young pupils. - He 


aroſe in the morning but little re- 


freſhed ; but a * of vanity ſtill 


remain- 
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remaining, he took ſome pains with 


his hair, which, for ſome weeks, 


he had only combed careleſsly under 
he put on a plain ſuit of 
clothes, and once more appeared the 


elegant George Woodford. He 


then ſat down to his books till 
about two, when Sir Richard had 


promifed to ſend the coach for him, 


which was indeed neceſſary, as it 


proved a wet morning. 


He __ at leaving the peaceful 


farm, and ſtepped into the coach with 

rather a heavy heart. The thought 
of former happy times, and the re- 
troſpect almoſt unmanned him. He 
drew from his boſom the miniature 


of his Emma, in hopes to find ſome 


ſolace in her dear reſemblance; 


but in vaig, it ſerved only to re- 


mind 


LADY EMMA MELVILE, 211 
mind him of his extravagancies and 
abſurdity. In this manner was his 
mind occupied when the carriage 
ſtopped at Sir Richard's. Mr. Bol- 
ton ran out to receive him, and con- 
ducted him into the parlour, where 

he met with a moſt cordial wel- 
come from the whole family. 
Their obliging politeneſs diſſipated 
his chagrin, and revived his ſpirits, 
and he ſoon became the life of the 
company. : HE | 


The next day he enteted on his 
buſineſs ' with an alacrity which 
convinced Sir Richard and Lady 
Bolton, that he thoroughly under- 
ſtood what he had undertaken. 


In this agreeable family his cha- 
grin decreaſed, and he was ſo uni- 
. | verſally 
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verſally beloved by the whole houſe, 


that Mr. Woolmer's word was al- 


moſt a law. Is it then to be won- 


dered, that the innocent heart of 
Juliet fell a ſacrifice to ſo much 


merit? Our hero perceived this, 


and was concerned; for though he 


had been ſtruck with the beautiful 


Juliet at firſt, on a nearer ac- 


| quaintance, he found her poſſeſſed 


of none of the qualifications ' he 
ſhould think neceflary in a wife. 
Her diſpoſition was timid, and ſhe 
had none of the ſpirits ſo juſtly ad- 


mired in her fiſter; neither did 


George find her ſo apt a ſcholar as 
the latter. The truth was, ſhe 
paid. more att ention to the perſon 


of her maſter, than the leſſons he 


gave her. She took no pains to 
conquer her miſplaced affections 
miſ- 
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miſplaced I call them, as the 
-leaſt conſideration muſt have told 


her, that George was the laſt per- 
ſon ſhe ſhould have fell in love 
with. 


Sir Richard's eſtate was far from 
large, and he had little or no for- 
tune to give his daughters. He 
wiſhed not to hurry them into ma- 


trimony, having no opinion of the 


ſtate, where the heart, as well as 
the hand, was not united. The 
ſenſe and agreeableneſs of the one, 
and the beauty of the other, he 
had no doubt, would procure them 
deſerving men. Riches he conſi- 
dered in no other light than as a 


very eſſential point to happineſs. - 


He had no idea of love in a cot- 


tage, and always ſaid, that if his 
1 daugh- 
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daughters were imprudent enough 
to give their aſfections to men who 


could not ſupport them in the ſtyle 


they had been accuſtomed to, he 


ſhould rather, nay, endeavour to 
perſuade them, to remain ſingle. 
Sir Richard and Lady Bolton were 


not blind to their daughter's par- 
tiality to Mr. Woolmer, and cer- 
tainly would have been more un- 
caſy, if they perceived George took 


advantage of that partiality; but 
on the contrary, they ſaw he took 
not the leaſt pains to ingratiate 


himſelf, but that he paid much 


more attention to the elder Miſs 
Bolton than to Juliet. 
mer was at firſt in great danger, 
but ſoon conquered herſelf, as ſne 
had ſome ſhare of pride, together 
with prodigious ſpirits. She ſaw 
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the danger her ſiſter was in, but 
for the preſent - took no notice. 
They were returned to their ſeat 
at Beverly, and as they ſaw a great 
deal of company, the young ladies 
found little time for ſtudy. Every 
one that came to the houſe ad- 
mircd our hero, and likewiſe ſpoke 
highly of the ladies“ improvements. 


There were ſeveral of the wo- 
men who felt the power of George's 
eyes; but as he behaved alike to 
all, they were afraid to fix their 
affections on him. The men all 
eſteemed him, and he could ſcarce 
fail of being happy; yet is there 
always a ſomething through life, 
from the prince to the beggar, 
which makes every one uneaſy. 


End of the Second Volume. 
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